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Rest 
By E. W. M. 


4 OME unto me,” the Master said, 
“ And I will give you rest”: 
Not from the toil of life, 
But from its fruitlessness ; 
Not from the pain of life, 
But from its hopelessness ; 
Not from ambition’s lure, 
But from unholy aim ; 
Not from the quest of Pow’r, 
But from the love of fame ; 
Not from the threat of foe, 
But from a dread alarm ; 
Not from the tempter’s wiles, 
But from the tempter’s harm; 
Rest from the burden of worldly care, 
Rest from the load of sin, 
Rest from the fetters of doubt and fear, 
Rest, with the Christ within. 
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Your Power Supply 

It takes the power of the Creator of the universe 
to meet your daily needs. And no less a power than 
that will avail to meet those needs. So God made 
just that power available for us, first to save us 
from sin and death, then to keep'us safe in the midst 
of an evil world. We place too light an estimate on 
what God has done for us, and on what omnipotent 
power has been necessary to save us from sin and 
self. When Jehovah in majestic figures had declared 
to Job the wonders of His creative powers, he chal- 
lenged: this man -who was “perfect” in His sight to 
imitate some of these works of God, and if he suc- 
ceeds,- Jehovah says, 





“Then will I also confess of thee 
That thine own right hand can save thee.” 


Our right hand has exactly as much power to save 
us from sin as it has to create a universe. It is his 
divine power that “hath granted unto us all things 
that pertain unto life and godliness” (2 Pet. 1:3). 
Is it to be wondered that. we often go down into 


defeat before an enemy who can only be overcome 
by such power, when we do not by faith accept the 
power for every daily need? The power is a Person: 
no might less than God himself can gain real victory 
against the least assault of Satan. 
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Cleansing Tears 


Jesus’ tears had cleansing power. This is not 
often true of tears. After Jesus wept over Jeru- 
salem, seeing its fair towers from the Mount of 
Olives, he went down into the city and drove the 
money-changers from the temple. Usually our 
weeping is vain and not vigorous, emotional and not 
motive. Usually our weeping is the climax of feel- 
ing, not the beginning of action. With Christ sorrow 
led to service. He felt the world’s sin so deeply in 
Gethsemane that his agony burst forth in bloody 
sweat. He felt it too deeply, however, to stop with 
Gethsemane; he went on to Calvary. The olive-tree, 
as Sidney Lanier’s famous poem points out, became 
the tree of crucifixion, the tree whose fruit was the 
redemption of the world. Sorrow may be noble or 
ignoble, weak or ‘strong. _As we weep with the 
Master, let us also Work with him. 
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True Fault-Finding 


Fault-finding should be regarded as a fine art. 
For it is the necessary aid of every other art. All 
wise workmen have a keen eye for flaws. The reason 
why fault-finding is in such bad repute is because it 
is usually destructive rather than constructive. Paul 
told the Galatians that if a man was caught in a fault 
they should restore him,—that is, put him back where 


bd 


he was before he fell into the fault. A “fault” is the 
geological name for the fissure made by the slipping 
of a mass of rock upward or downward past neigh- 
boring rock. A rock fault cannot be restored, but a 


. human fault can be. Geologists are fault-finders 


in the common sense ;they find the fault, point it out, 
measure it, and record it. Christians are to be fault- 
finders in the Pauline sense; their fault-finding is to 
restore. Thus they will become skilled in the very 
work’ of God himself. 
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Eternal Death in John 3: 16 


God’s Word is a savor of death as well as of 
life. As there are infinite glories of Grace fdr those 
who beliéve, so are there unspeakable terrors of 
Judgment for those who do not believe. Thus we 
find the Saviour’s most wondrous words of mercy 
and life linked with awful words of justice and 
death. A Christian woman, who is outspoken in 
expressing disbelief in hell or eternal death, was 
asking a friend what warrant there was in the 
Scriptures for supposing that all are not saved. One 
of the verses her friend gave her was John 3: 16. 
“The most precious arid wonderful verse in the 
whole Bible on God’s love and Christ’s salvation,” 
he said, “contains the most terrible word in all hu- 
man language—PERISH. And the measure of God’s 
love in giving his Son is the measure of the awful- 
ness of sin and also of the condition of those who, 
refusing God’s offer of his Son, perish.” John 3: 16, 
and the whole Bible, also every Christian, is “a sweet 
savor of Christ unto God, in them that are saved, 
and in them that perish; to the one a savor from 
death unto death; to the other a savor from life unto 
life” (2 Cor. 2:16). 


Are You a Spiritual Aristocrat ? 


them, on a recent Sunday morning, with this 

question: “How many men in this class are 
spiritual aristocrats?” Not a man answered. Then 
one of them asked a fair question, “What is an aris- 
tocrat?” The Standard Dictionary answers, “A 
member of -an aristocracy”; and aristocracy is “a 
hereditary nobility.” The word comes from the two 
Greek words, aristos, meaning best, and krateo, 
meaning rule. The aristocrat is a ruler by heredity 
because he has the besi blood in his veins. 

So the spiritual aristocrat is one who is in a place 
of pre-eminence because he -has the best spiritual 
life there is; and he has it by heredity,—that is, by 
birth. Who, then, can rightly claim to be a spiritual 
aristocrat? 

A man who thought he was such once called on 
Jesus to talk over spiritual matters. Before, the visit 
was over the Lord had shown that man two things 
that were startlingly new to him. First, he was not 
a spiritual aristocrat. Second, he could become one 
at any moment if he would. 

But if this spiritual aristocracy depends upon birth, 
how can one who lacks it ever gain it? That was the 
amazed question this man asked of Jesus, as he said, 
“How can a man be born when he is old? Can he 
enter a second time into his mother’s womb, and be 
born?” And then came the marvelous offer and 
truth of the new birth: the way of being born again; 
a way so simple that either a little child or a mature 
man can at any moment enter upon it. Moreover, 
until one does enter upon it he is without “hope and 
without God in the world,” “dead through his tres- 
passes and sins,” “by nature a child of wrath” (Eph. 
#: 1, 3, 82). 


A tien. on 8 of a Bible class of men confronted 


That is why “ye must be born again,”—must, that 


is, if you are ever to see or share in the kingdom of 
God. Our first birth alone will not do. For our first 
birth brought us—where? Into a condemned human 
race. “Through one man sin entered into the world, 
and death through sin; and so death passed unto ali 
men, for that all sinned . . . through one trespass the 
judgment came unto all men to condemnation” 
(Rom. 5:12, 18): Our first birth was simply a nat- 
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ural birth; Jesus said of it, “That which is born of 
the flesh is flesh”; and of this flesh the Holy Spirit 
says, “The mind of the flesh is death; . . . because 
the mind of the flesh is enmity against God: for it 
is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can 
it be: and they that are in the flesh cannot please 
God” (Rom. 8:6-8). There is not much spiritual 
aristocracy in men on their first or natural birth, ac- 
cording to God’s Word. 

But God does not leave men there in their help- 
lessness—and what would be thefr hopelessness. 
Knowing what Adam’s sin meant of eternal loss to 
the entire human race,—for “the wages of sin is 
death,”"—-from before the foundation of the world 
God planned the way of escape. His own and only 
Son, who is God, accepted for himself the unspeak- 
able wages of man’s sin, and by his own death set 
free from the penalty of sin all who will accept what 
he has done for them. 

How can men accept it? Jesus gave the answer to 
his inquirer that night. “For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal 
life.” “The Sor of man must be lifted up,” ‘in death 
for the sins or men. He was “made to be sin on 
our behalf; that we [who believe on him] might be- 
come the righteousness of God in him” (2 Cor. 5: 21). 
And with this gracious offer is the terrible alternative 
from the lips of the Lamb of God himself: “He that 
believeth not hath been judyed already, because he 
hath not believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God.” 

A miracle happens when a deservedly condemned, 
lost sinner believes on Jesus Christ as his Saviour. 
Instantly there is a new birth,—a birth that is as far 
beyond his first birth as God is beyond man. Now 
for the first time he has been “born of the Spirit” 
(John 3:8). That the receiving of Christ is the 
condition of being born again is made unmistakably 
plain in God’s Word that “as many as received him, 
to them gave he the right to become children of God, 
even to them that believe on his name: who were 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God” (John 1: 12, 13). 
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Birth means that the life of a father issues in a 
child. The first, or natural, physical birth means 
that the natural life of the natural father issues in a 
natural child; and let us not seek to evade what God 
so plainly tells us, that all men are “by nature chil- 
dren of wrath” (Eph. 2:3).. The new birth, the 
“birth again,” is, like the first, the life of a father 
issuing in a child: only this time it is the life of the 
Father-in heaven, a supernatural Life from a super- 
natural Father. This Father is sinless, and his Life 
is sinless. So when a man is born again the sinless 
Life of God has been placed in him by the Holy 
Spirit. The new birth brings Christ for the fifst 
time into a man’s life, as his own very Life. “He 
that hath the Son hath the life’ (1 John 5:12). 
The born-again man now has a spiritual Life that 
can never die, that can never know the wages of 
sin, the second death. His natural life, or body, 
can indeed die; but even that will be raised again in 
glory in the resurrection of believers at the coming 
of Christ. But the spiritual Life of the born-again 
man is God’s “workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
fer good works, which God afore prepared that we 
should walk in them” (Eph. 2:10). The new birth 
is a new creation, just as literal and actual as the 
first, or physical birth, and far more glorious; for 
“if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature 
[margin, there is a-new creation]: the old things are 
passed away; behold, they are become new” 
(2 Cor, §::27). . 

At the close of the session in that men’s Bible 
class the leader said, “If there is any man in this 
class who is not a spiritual aristocrat, God help him! 
And may he, before the day is over, go apart alone 
with God and, confessing his sins, accept Jesus Christ 
as his Saviour, that he may be born again into the 
family of God and be made a son of God.” 

The aristocrat is one who has in his veins the best 
blood there is, and has it by birth. He belongs to a 
noble or royal family. Praise God, there is no family 
higher, more noble, more royal than God himself. 
And we can have the life of God by birth,—the second 
birth. 

Is it not, therefore, a distressing and tragic thing 
that a preacher, teacher, and writer of the high 
standing and wide influence of Dr. Lyman Abbott 
should warn Christian people, as he does in a recent 
issue of The Outlook, against what he calls the mis- 
taken, self-righteous, and narrow-minded idea. of “an 
aristocracy of piety”? Dr. Abbott urges that all men 
be thought of as constituting simply one great 
brotherhood, with no distinction between children of 
God and children of the flesh. He deprecates the 
preaching of that marvelous evangelist of the middle 
of the last century, Charles G. Finney, who declared 
that those who had not repented and did not seek 
forgiveness were no sons of God, but were outcasts. 
He insists concerning a fireman of whom the news- 
papers recently told, and who at the risk of his 
own life rescued a girl from a burning building, that 
this man, no matter whether a Roman Catholic or a 
Protestant, a Jew or a Christian, a believer or an 
agnostic, was nevertheless a son of God. He depre- 
cates the “terrible doctrine of a partial God and a 
divided race.” 

Ignoring the fact that God himself declares that it 
is only those who receive Christ who, by the new 
birth of the Spirit, “become children of God” (John 
1:12, 13), Dr. Abbott condemns “this doctrine which 
limits the love of God to a portion of the human 
race.” But the Christian doctrine, which Dr. Abbott 
rejects, does not do that; for it recognizes that “God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son.” Yet the Scriptures also declare that eternal 
life is limited to those who believe on this only be- 
gotten Son of God. It is they alone who shall not 
perish, as that same blessed verse John 3:16 shows. 
God’s love is not limited to a portion of the human 
race; but a portion of the human race, of their own 
free will, decide not to receive the love of God. And 
all such, God himself cannot save. He forces son- 
ship in his family, membership in the kingdom of 
God, on no one. 

In thoughtfully considering the teaching of Dr. 
Lyman Abbott, we must remember what his declared 
position on the Bible'is. It was brought out in an 
editorial in The Sunday School Times of August 5, 
1916, by quotations from his autobiography, published 
in 1915. There he states that he has abandoned the 
view that the Bible is an “authoritative and infalli- 
ble rule of religious faith and practise,” and that he 
began a good while ago to substitute for the Bible, 
as an authority, his own spiritual instincts. Dr. 
Abbott frankly holds that the foundation of spiritual 
faith is not in the Bible. He has abandoned the old 
religious belief “that the whole human race fell with 
him [Adam] in his first great transgression.” He be- 
lieves that the virgin birth of Christ “is no essential 
part of the Gospel.” He welcomes “the evolutionary 
doctrine that man is gradually emerging from an 
animal into a spiritual manhood.” He is not sure 
that there is any difference between “inspiration 
to-day and inspiration in Bible times,” nor is he sure 
that any will be finally lost. And he welcomes “the 
scientific discoveries undermining the authority of 
the Bible” as contributing to “make the last three 
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quarters of a century the epoch of the greatest 
spiritual progress the world has ever seen.” 

The evangelical Christians whom Dr. Abbott con- 
demns for recognizing “an aristocracy of piety,” and 
for claiming through the undeserved love and grace 
of God to be members of that “aristocracy,” are those 
who see that their own sinfulness is so hopeless, their 
own natures so depraved and at enmity with God, 
that they have no righteousness of their own, and no 
claim to be in the family of God, except as they be- 
lieve the simple Word of God and accept the great 
sacrifice of his Son and his death in their stead. 
They would not “make God a liar,” but they believe 
his Word that he, through ‘his sovereign grace, “has 
made them his own children and brought them into 
the family of God, the only “aristocracy of piety” 
there is, through the shed blood and substitutionary 
death of Christ. 

Those who follow Dr. Abbott in asserting that 
all men are equally spiritual aristocrats declare, 
whether unconsciously or not, that their own 
righteousness is entirely sufficient, therefore they 
need no righteousness other than their own. But 
“Christ our righteousness” is the only hope, the only 
pride, the only glory of those who, being born again 
from above, have been made members of the royal 
family of the kingdom of God. 

















Is There a Cure for Remorse? : 


When one has sinned grievously, and “come to one- 
self” and repents in bitterness of soul, is there any 
power to take away the remorse? 

In those hours when the soul is swept by a storm of 
regret, and we can think of nothing but self and its 
sin, and cannot even pray aright, is there help for that 
time? ‘ 

The articles you have written on God’s grace being 
sufficient for us have interested me greatly. Is it suf- 
ficient in this case?—A Reader. 


Remorse and joy cannot exist together. And it is 
the Christian’s duty to “rejoice in the Lord always” 
(Phil. 4:4). Of course we break that command of 
God whenever we sin, for we cannot sin and rejoice 
in the Lord_at the same time. But the: moment we 
are ready to stop sinning, as is one whose “soul is 
swept by a storm of regret,” then this supernatural 
joy in the Lord can indeed sweep remorse instantly 
and completely out of our life. 

But how can this be done? 

We are to.confess our sins to Jesus. Then we are 
not to “make God a liar,” but are to believe his word 
when, through the Apostle John, he tells us, “If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to for- 
give us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unright- 
eousness” (1 John 1:9). Think what this forgiveness 
of God means. It means that God is saying to us, “I 
have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, 
and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have 
redeemed thee” (Isa. 44:22). “I, even I, am he that 
blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake; 
and I will not remember thy sins” (Isa. 43:25). 
Now sin is always against God,—it is more against 
God than even against oneself. “Against thee, thee 
only, have I sinned, and done that which is evil in 
thy sight,” cries out the Spirit-illumined psalmist 
after his great and awful sin (Psa. 51:4). And if 
God, the one against whom our sin has been com- 
mitted, says to us that He will no longer remember 
it, what right have we to remember it? “As far as 
the east is from the west,” God tells us, “so far hath 
ke removed our transgressions from us” (Psa. 103: 
12),—and that is farther than the mind of man can 
conceive. 

But what of the tragic loss through my sinning, a 
loss that can never be made up? we cry. God an- 
swers, “I will restore to you the years that the locust 
hath eaten” (Joel 2:25). Our “God, who giveth life 
to the dead, and calleth the things that are not, as 
though they were” (Rom. 4:17) does that for every 
repentant sinner who yields fully to Christ as his 
ae and Lord, and who trusts Christ fully as his 
ife. 

Remorse cannot exist in the mind and heart of one 
who glimpses the unsearchable riches of the word 
“grace.” “Where sin abounded, grace did abound 
more exceedingly” (Rom. 5:20). No matter how 
unspeakably awful your sin has been, the reach and 
the power of grace are infinitely greater. So one who, 
after confessing his sin—no matter what sin—to Jesus 
‘Christ, is then cast down in bitterness of soul and re- 
morse, is adding another sin to the sins already com- 
mitted: the sin of making God a liar. Remorse for 
sin that has been humbly and penitently confessed to 
Christ is our declaration that we do not believe 
Christ’s forgiveness and cleansing are sufficient—we 
do not believe he can do what he claims to do. But 
God will keep us from this sin, as well as cleanse vs 
utterly from all sin, if we really. trust him. 
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Here is the blessed miracle: as we let Christ be 
our whole and only life, through yielding wholly to 
him and believing wholly in him and the sufficiency 
of his grace, then our attitude toward our confessed 
sin is Christ’s attitude toward our confessed sin. And 
his attitude toward our confessed sin is not one of 
remorse,—for that would be to declare himself an 
insufficient Redeemer and Saviour. No; he knows 
the infinite power of his shed blood to cleanse from 
all sin. He knows that his work in doing away with 
our sin is perfect. He rejoices in that work of his 
because of what he knows it means to us and to him. 


Thus it is that we can instantly rejoice “with joy un- - 


speakable and full of glory” (1 Pet. 1:8), the very 
joy that God himself has, as we confess our sin to 
our completely cleansing Saviour and believe him. 


= 
Readers’ Views on Dr. Abbott’s Teaching 


In the foregoing editorial in this issue, “Are You 
a Spiritual Aristocrat?” an article by Dr, Lyman 


Abbott in The Outlook of December 20, 1916, is dis- 


cussed: this article in The Outlook was occasioned 
by editorials in The Sunday School Times of Feb- 
ruary 5 and July 1, 1916; and it is in criticism and 
fundamental opposition to the position of those edi- 
torials in the Times that Dr. Abbott writes. The 
position of The Sunday School Times is that there 
is no universal spiritual brotherhood of man, nor any 
universal spiritual Fatherhood of God; but that mem- 
bership in the spiritual family of God is conditioned, 
according to his Word, on the receiving of Christ as 
Saviour: “As many as received him, to them gave he 
the right to become children of God, even to them 
that believe on his name” (John 1:12). It is irtter- 
esting to note how clear some readers of The Sunday 
School Times are as to where the truth lies in this 
grave and vital question. 


The Outlook is such a high-class periodical, and its 
Editor is so venerable and has such influence, that it 
seems to me it ought to receive a reply from you. I 
got qut my Times files and re-read your statements 
twice, carefully, with a great deal of delight, and so 
far as I am concerned am very clear that you are 
right. Dr. Abbott’s letter treats the question with 
such an air of finality that I just ache to have the 
Times say something further, for so many, many peo- 
ple will be impressed with the view set forth in The . 
Outlook. J 

Let me take this occasion to thank you for the good 
you have done me and for the great joy I have in your 
paper. The study. of it has pointed the. way; for me to 
make my religion a living, vital force in my life.—A 
Wisconsin Banker. 


Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D., of Wycliffe 
College, Toronto, one of the most widely known Bible 
scholars and teachers in North America, as he was 
in Great Britain during his years there as Principal of 
Wycliffe Hall, Oxford, has written a personal letter 
to Dr. Abbott on the article in question, parts of 
which are as follows: . 


You imply that God is the Father of every man be- 
cause he made every man; but does creation necessarily 
involve paternity? Is not God the Creator of many 
things and many exeatures and yet is not their Father? 

You imply that God is the Father of every man be- 
cause he loves every man. Does this necessarily follow? 
Could not God love without being a Father? 

Was Westcott correct when he said that the term 
“brother” is never found in the New Testament to 
apply to our fellow-men, but only to our fellow-Chris- 
tians? (See his “Epistles of John,” p. 55.) 

It is a curious thing that you cannot find any New 
Testament warrant for a Fatherhood such as you sug- 
gest. On the contrary, Christ speaks of some men as 
“children of the devil.” 

Another curious thing is that in your review of the 
Bible you do not refer to, or at least do not face, the 
problem of sin in connection with man’s relation to 
God, or the fact of Christ’s death as an Atonement. 

I am, therefore, inclined to think The Sunday School 
Times was not so far wrong after- all. 


One who has not been taking The Sunday School 
Times, but whose attention was called to its position 
on the question under discussion, shows the peril and 
the fatality of a teaching that, whether one realizes 
it or not, denies the need of the atonement and re- 
demption for man through the death and the shed 
blood of Christ. 


My attention to your stand against the modern doc- 
trine of the fatherhood of God has been arrested by a 
lengthy article by Dr. Abbott in The Outlook. 

The evil of this doctrine of the universal fatherhood 
of God no man can measure. It deadens the consciénce, 
gives shailow preaching and shallow piety. It is false 
to the Bible and to experience. If we are all the true 
children of God to begin with, why should Christ come? 
I hope you will not grow weary in this matter. 

I give you my sincere and hearty sympathy and ap- 
preciation for your brave defense of the truth as it is 
in Christ. It is greatly needed in this day—A New 
York State Friend. 


May we all, with love for those who are not accept- 
ing the truth as it is in the Word of God and the 
Gospel of Christ, proclaim to-day as never before 
man’s need of a Saviour, and the perfect, infinite 
sufficiency of the outpoured Life, through His death, 
of the only begotten Son of God, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who died that we might live. 
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| A “Black Soci 


ety” on a Chinese Mountain Top | : 
By Charles Ernest Scott, D.D. 
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UR GOAL on this itinerating trip was an un- 

known number of fisher hamlets across the sea 

to the west from. us and located within the 
inner reaches of a great arm of the sea; and then 
the primitive mountaineers on the farther slopes of 
mountains beyond. To get to the mountaineers in- 
volved an ascent of the Pearl Mountain range and 
the finding of a gap through what looked at a dis- 
tance like a gigantic, impenetrable wall massed 
against the sky. Somewhere, amid the heights of 
the highest peak, “the Great Gem,” was a gate, we 
were told, to which we had to climb, and through 
which we must make our way in order to get to the 
mountain folk we wanted to find. This peak, as far 
as we could learn, had not yet been climbed by any 
foreigner. It rears itself bare and jagged and almost 
sheer, its outline froma distance reminding one o 
the massive keep of a Norman tower, four-square 
and forbidding,—its inaccessibility inviting conquest. 

It required several days of prayerful, tactful, per- 
sistent effort on our part, as we went about the clus- 
tered fisher villages, preaching upon their streets and 
at several markets, before the people appeared to sus- 
pect us less or to be willing to begin to listen to us, 
not to speak of giving us the impression that they 
could give credence to what we preached. We knew 
that not one man in a hundred could read, and yet the 
very gesture and expression with which they refused 
an occasional pamphlet showed prejudice and dislike 
as deep-seated as that which characterizes many who 
can read. “One leaflet will do for the village,” was 
repeatedly, anxiously suggested. On refusal to ac- 
cept an innocent little tract, I would remark laugh- 
ing: “Pu néng yao in” (“It cannot bite you”) ; where- 
upon the unwilling recipient, ashamed of his fear, 
would nervously and hesitatingly or indifferently take 
it. The heathen here, as in many other sections I 
have visited, have a nameless dread that’if they once 
accept the foreign devils’ sheets of paper, the strange 
characters printed ‘thereon Would have a magic power 
to make their recipients forsake the old customs and 
beliefs. And indeed they do. The heathen speak 
larger than they know. The Gospel printed on these 
sheets is that very Gospel that turns the world up- 
side down; and that canis a-man part company with 
houses and lands, wife and children and parents and 
kindred for the sake of Christ. 

In these villages, however, it was hard for the peo- 
ple to conceive that we were not among them with 
sinister design,—to number their boats and nets, to 
count their people, to map their land or chart their 
fishing grounds, all in order to squeeze taxes, to con- 
script their men for work or war, or for some other 
fell purpose. 


The Start for the “‘“Great Gem” ° 


After sowing the Seed in their midst as long as 
we dared, in view of what had to be done with our 
limited time and equipment, we decided to try for 
the pass over the “Great Gem.” We had gotten so 
far along in the grace of the fisher villagers as to 
have their consent to let us sleep in their temples,— 
there being no inns in all this region, at ieast none 
that a foreigner, hardened as he might be, was quite 
equal to. The morning we determined to make the 
ascent we arose early, to find it raining. We waited 
till seven A. M.-for it to clear, but the downpour was 
steady, and a heavy mist had settled, enveloping the 
lowland and face of the mountain. But it was now 
or never; and we determined to start in the rain. 
We took only what we could carry on our backs, be- 
ing assured by a peasant who started out with us as 
coolie and guide that there was but one way to 
reach the gateway. There was no road. We must 
follow up the bed of a mountain stream to which he 
pointed. It was small, but full of water, and tumb- 
ling turbulently over the rocks. There was nothing 
to do but to get into the contracted bed and wnde. 
The obstacles outside, high, slippery rocks to climb, 
were more formidable than those within. So,. grin- 
ning, we plunged into the cool water, and started 
ahead for a several hours’ climb over the slippery 
boulders in the swift-running stream. If this was 
the right way we could not lose it, for it led up, up 
by a watery path as unmistakable’ as the gradient 
was steep. 

The stream, pounding and swirling down over the 
rocks, was noisy out of all proportion to its size; 
and through the gloom of fog and rain, and seen 
without perspective, looked a good deal bigger than 
it ought to have looked. Occasionally we crawled out 
under the lee of a big rock to rest and shiver. After 
some time of this experience our guide concluded 
that he was not hankering after mountain-climbing 
glory, nor consumed with the fever of geographical 





White men had probably never climbed to this 
mountain top before. The name of Jesus had 
never been heard in the village. Yet a startling 
preparation had been made for the missionary’s 
visit. Did God have these mountaineers upon His 
heart when he called Charles Ernest Scott from 
America? Suppose he had not gone? There are 
other “ Black Societies ” in the world—myriads of 
them. God is still calling men from America, and 
other lands, to carry to them the Light of John 3: 16. 








conquest, and with that plenitude of reasons that 
Chinese of all ranks command, apologizing profusely 
and regretting beyond words that he _ recalled 
“yao kin ti si ching” (“important business”) demand- 
ing his presence below, he gracefully and in good 
form retired from the scene of action. 

We scrambled along till 10.30 A. M., when we re- 
ceived a godsend in the way of a let-up of the rain 
-and a sunburst piercing through the mist. The 
stream was dwindling, and a little later we reached 
its source, which came out of the mountain in much 
the same sort. of a place as one of the springs of the 
Jordan from the Lebanon. 


Nightfall in a Canyon Path 


As we went on up the ascent beeame harder, for 
though we were no longer scrabbling on through a 
stream we were laboring to overcome a 60-degree 
grade. The boulders became smaller and, loosened, 
went resounding downward. Contracted as it was, 
the narrow stream-valley in which we were grad- 
ually closed up, literally “up,” as if the mass on 
both: sides’ was by giant hands from behind being 
pressed into a perpendicular; and we found our- 
selves prisoners in a canyon only~a few feet wide 
whose -walls. were many feet high. It gave us a 
queer sensation, as our canyon path wound and 
turned ever up, to try to imagine what we were run- 
ning into. The gradient had become so steep that to 
glance back and down, with the thought of retracing 
our steps, made us dizzy. 

So, with short stops for rest and a lunch that one 
could lay on two fingers, and an occasional taste. of 
husbanded canteen water, eked out in effect by rolling 
pebbles under the tongue, we sweatingly plugged on 
till the shadows began to fall. Fortunately we ran 
into a small rock cavern such as on a lonely Korean 
mountain could be a tiger’s lair; and here weaponless 
we “rested” for the night. 

Late the next morning, stiff and sore, we resumed 
our climb. The small stones under us had gradually 
given way to shale that crackled and slipped beneath 
our feet. For more than an hour we kept thinking 
we were near the top; at last, about noon, under a 
clear sky, and literally crawling the last lap of our 
steep shale canyon, weary and sweating, and often 
sliding back, we reached what we knew must be the 
“gate” through the “Great Gem,” if that opening were 
indeed a gate. A strong wind was blowing through 
the gap, and we cautiously pulled ourselves to the 
crest and peeked over. Tired and weak as we were, 
the sight made us sick at our stomachs,—we looked 
down an almost perpendicular wall, a precipice of 
we knew not how many feet. 

High and lifted up, we saw grand vistas of wave 
on wave of mountain peak and long swelling valleys. 
Scattered through the distance as far as eye could 
reach lay single huts and small villages clinging to 
the mountain sides, while the peasants’ terraced farm- 
plots thereon, looking like giant stairs, but green and 
smiling, reminded one of the psalmist’s picture- 
prophecy of the time of peace and plenty yet to be 
. when “There shall be abundance of grain in the earth 
upon the top of the mountains.” 

There they were, the people we wanted to see. 
But how to get at them! Sheer in front, the great 
sea away to our right. At our left, however, we 
noted that the precipice began to slope off, becoming 
more and more undulating as it receded from us. 
And a slight opening in the rocks on our side of the 
crest suggested that we might find a way through 
and down; so gradually we did. The afternoon 
found us among the highly cultivated areas, and 
meeting people who had never left their mountain 
slopes and valleys, many of whom had never seen the 
“foreign devil.” They were not afraid nor surly; 
rather, curious and good-natured. Indeed, their po- 
liteness, their kindness, according to the customs they 
knew, was marked and sincere, As they learned the 
purpose of our coming there was no doubting that 
their interest was kindly and genuine, in proof of 


which they gave us a weleome that in directness and 
heartiness characterizes true mountain folk every- 
where. 

In Syria, when the presence of a guest is welcome, 
be he stranger or off acquaintance, water is brought 
that he may wash from his feet the stains of travel. 
In China, tea is served for his refreshment just as 
soon as it can be made after the arrival. If the 
hosts are too poor to possess tea, then the best sub- 
stitute is offered in the way of steeped leaves of some 
local bush or tree, or even simply boiled water. 

In the early evening we halted beside a threshing 
floor whose smooth clayey surface had been baked 
by the sun until it was like a cement pavement. It 
lay in front, that is, to the south, of the hut to which 
it belonged. The entire family had been working 
over the grain—sifting, pounding, and sweeping it— 
gathered thereon from the wheat harvest; and they 
were about to eat the evening meal. We might have 
expected that, in the midst of an especially rushed 
season, and accosted at the close of a wearisome day 
by intruding strangers they would say: “Please ex- 
cuse us for going ahead and eating. This is our 
busy time!” But these people, tired as they must 
have been from unusual exertions, would eat nothing 
till we were supplied. The conventional tea was soon 
forthcoming. This was followed by dropped eggs 
swimming in bowls of hot water. Meanwhile a small 
crowd had been gradually gathering, and squatting in 
a ring about us they watched in silent interest or 
with low-baited comment as we attacked with chop- 
sticks the slippery “hen-fruit” in the bowls. 

The men of that family were, according to foreign 
standards, boors. No get-up is more loutish in ap- 
pearance than that of a Chinese peasant. They were 
stripped to the waist; wore only one garment, a pair 
of trousers, ragged, patched, baggy, dirty, sweat- 
grimed; their bare’ feet and arms, chests and necks, 
were caked with grime; their unkempt pig-tails, full 
of filth animate and inanimate, were coiled slovenly 
upon their heads; their bodies reeked with the odor 
of unwashedness, offensive to the Western nostril. 
Yet the spirit of true hospitality was in them. This 
we felt keenly, as we made way with what was 
offered us. 

The elderly man, spokesman and head of the family 
on whose threshing floor we were dining, not con- 
tent with offering one course, insisted on adding a 
small kettleful of millet soup and black bread such 
as was prepared for the family. We all ate in silence, 
except for the noise of eating, for mealtime out here 
is sacred, not to the amenities of wit and repartee, 
but to the getting on the outside of as much food as 
is available and doing it in the most expeditious man- 
yd possible. This necessarily cultivates speed and 

in. 

As we munched with a huge sense of satisfaction 
at having arrived somewhere, and with profound 
thankfulness at our auspicious reception, I studied 
the face of our host. It was kindly and attractive, 
and we would have been wom to him, even had he 
not already extended to us such marked courtesy. 
The ingenuousness and naiveté of it were beyond 
words. 


A Pipe for the Missionary 
As soon as we had finished an old man came to 


us. On his chin were sprouted stray whiskers, as . 


lonely as irregular. Such a growth hoary custom 
allows only to a grandfather. He stroked it fondly 
or else in nervousness, as he approached from among 
the larger crowd that had now gathered. With all 
the grave dignity of an Iroquois sachem he offered 
us his lighted pipe. Politely we put it away, declin- 
ing, but his kindly-meant efforts marked a rapprociic- 
ment that was encouraging if not complete. We 
were ready to talk. And they were ready to listen. 
For they knew that, experiencing what we had to 
get to them, we had come to tell them something of 
importance. How different this from the reception 
by the fisher folk! 

In preaching to heathen it never does to say: “Go 
to now! Let us have church! We are formally 


, to begin and officially address you for your much- 


needed edification!” This would make them scatter 
like their own mountain pheasants. One just starts 
to talk naturally about things that concern their daily 
lives; in this case, answering many questions eagerly 
put to them, hungry to know of the outside world. 
What an audience was ours! patriarchs, middle- 
aged men, youths and boys, matrons, and carrying 
babies on their backs were little girls who ought 
to have been in bed if they had had beds. Many con- 
ventionalities are not observed in a mountain village 
where all the people are of one clan, and the women 
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gathered not far from the men. Apparently the 
whole village was out. They squatted and sat and 
stood in ranks on and around the threshing floor, 
listening with strained attention, the silence of the 
star-filled night broken principally by my voice or 
those of questioners, and by the steady puff, puff of 
men pulling at their pipes, and by the rasp of flint 
stones struck to renew lights. 

Here was a situation that many a pastor-hearted 
minister at home would long to experience. Let any 
home-worker, often soul-wearied by the callousness 
of Gospel-hardened auditors who demand acces- 


sories in order to listen to the Wonderful Narrative,. 


dwell on our joy, joy they can never know, joy ex- 
hilarating, exquisite, undimmed, ineffable, in the 
knowledge of the glad reception of the Story by 
those who hear it for the first time. It was not 
its freshness that made it palatable, but their in- 
stinctive realization that it met the deepest needs of 
their souls. They received it much as a little child 
accepts a narrative that its parent assures the child is 
“a real true story”-—satisfaction with no flaw in it. 

And what a preaching place! One is impressed 
with the magnificent size and proportions and the 
“vista” of St. Peter’s, with the august majesty of 
Milan, with the austere solemnity of Westminster. 
But around our threshing floor was a temple of sur- 
passing glory, the glory of God’s mountain-out-of- 
doors. Myriads of stars studded the sky, twinkling 
brightly at us. The moon was rolling itself into 
light; and as it climbed slowly up over the range, it 
filled our pulpit with an ethereal brightness, while 
deepening the mighty shadows all about us. The 
vast reaches dwarfed the vastness of the Pope’s tem- 
ple into nothingness; the changing lights and shad- 
ows in which the upward-reaching peaks and moun- 
tain sides were bathed, as the Queen of Night rode 
through the spaces of Heaven, made the dim, rose- 
windowed religious light of Milan’s pile seem like a 
toy prism compared with the rainbow; while the re- 
alization that on these slopes were buried so great 
a company, the dead of uncounted centuries, made 
Britain’s holy fane seem like a pin’s head spot. 

. There was much to say, and, like Paul at Troas 
utilizing what he believed to be his last opportunity, 
we talked long into the night. However, there was 
in the nature of the case no Eutychus to fall out of 
the window. These people were dead in earnest to 
get their hearts’ craving for peace satisfied. It de- 
veloped that, under the lead of our host, they had 
formed a “Hei Hui” (Black Society). The object 
of this society to find the True God. 

Out of their own untutored reasoning these hum- 
ble folks had very largely discarded the crazy rig- 
maroles taught by the priests of their mountain tem- 
ples. An organization by this name, Black Society, 
exists in various places of China and for many dif- 
fering purposes; in many instances solely for the pur- 
pose of persecuting Christians, the members meeting 
in the blackness of night to perfect and execute their 
nefarious plans; hence the name “Night Society.” 
But in this instance they met secretly at night to 
escape the unspeakable priests who preyed upon 
them, and who would report them to the petty mag- 
istrate who in turn would hound them for money, 
fining them on the ground that they were impious, 
unfilial, forsaking the revered traditions and customs 
of their ancestors. 

Contrary to the common belief that a man has no 
soul (death ending him), and at the same time that 
he has three (one at death departing to the “south- 
west,” one entering the ancestral. tablet, and one 
taking up its abode in the grave of the departed), 
beliefs mutually exclusive but held at the same time 
by the same persons without the shadow of a mental 
qualm as to the intellectual chaos involved,—these 
simple folks had decided that there is One True 
God, that there is one imperishable soul in each per- 
son; and that at death that soul invisibly escapes 
"through the top of the head to stand before that God 
and be judged according to the deeds in the flesh. 

Out of bitter experience, like all other honest 
truth-seekers they were convinced that man can do 
no justifying thing (“a face-giving act,” they called 
it) in the sight of that God; and they knew nothing 
of a hope of the beatitude of heaven. How to do 
something to escape punishment deserved was their 
deep concern. They could have said, as did re- 
pentant Israel to Ezekiel: “Our transgressions and 
our sins are upon us, and we pine away in them; 
how then can we live?” 

At last we were able to retire for a much-needed 
night’s rest, and our self-constituted host. escorted 
us to the guest room, improvised. We had not lain 
long in that stuffy place on our litters of straw 
spread on the earthén floor, until the mosquitoes and 
vermin bégan to get in their best licks on us. But 
this was nothing compared to the stench. Our olfac- 
tories soon revealed to us that we were in an old 
stable, the floor of which had been swept, but not 
treated with lime or even ashes, preparatory to using 
if'as a granary. When we heard the family peace- 
fully snoring, we arose as silently as the Arab of 
folded tent fame and sought repose on the threshing 
floor. And there we lay out in the open, as we had 
done so many nights. 
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During the daylight of the next day the people 
were all busy with their harvests, and we improved 
the opportunity of taking stock of ourselves and of 
conditions about us. We noticed evidences that these 
people were “very religious.” As many of them went 
out to their terraced plots of land to work, we noted 
that it was their custom to leave little offerings for 
their souJs at the tu ti miao (the little temple of the 
village to which one of the supposed three spirits of 
a deceased adult is supposed to flee). In many other 
mountain places I knew that peasants under similar 
circumstances were accustomed to offer humble 
gifts before the equally small temple of the shan 
shen (mountain god), who presides over and man- 
ages much less important affairs. i 

The day before our arrival the young nephew of 
our host had, without any instruction in the matter, 
indeed without any suggestion from any one, written 
on the outer wall of the house: “East, West, North, 
South—every place has God!” In our presence the 
uncle, with evident pleasure and surprise caught the 
boy and said: “Do you also know about the real 
God, and that He is all around you? I did not know 
that you knew He is everywhere.” 

Here they were, rough, uncouth: men, perfectly 
aware that idols are a corfuption of the primitive 
faith. In that mountain village were, we found, dili- 

ent readers of extracts of the best passages of King 

<éng King, an ancient book of morals, lofty and 
austere, exhorting men to do righteousness. 

We were repeatedly invited into the homes by 
elderly members of the village, and made just as 
much of a pastoral house-to-house canvass as was 
possible. In one, where a huge coffin almost filled 
the room, we were met by a white-bearded patriarch 
who remarked, pointing to the emblem of death: 
“Once I thought I was prepared for death—Yu kwan 
yu futi [with my coffin and grave clothes all ready]; 
now I know that to have these only, and to make no 
provision for my soul, is folly!” Few of our audi- 
tors listened more attentively than he. ; 

Night after night for nearly a week we spent in- 
doctrinating these simple, hardy folks—line upon 
line, precept upon precept. How many a home pastor 
would have thrilled with the joy which was ours, 
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of presenting Christ to those to whom he was ab- 
solutely unknown, and. how they. would have thanked 
God for the privilege of hearing family leaders rise 
up and pledge themselves in the spirit of Richard 
Watson Gilder’s “Heathen Sojourning in Galilee, 
A. D. 32”: 
“Tf Jesus Christ is a man,— 
And only a man,—I say 
That of all mankind I cleave to him, 
And to him. will I cleave alway. - 


“If Jesus Christ is a God,— 
And the only God,—I swear 
I will follow Him through Heaven and Hell, 
The earth, the sea, and the air!” 


And how they would have appreciated the oppor- 
tunity of listening to old men using phraseology very 
jemstlar to Chinese ears, but pregnant with new and 
richer meaning ; language everywhere in the land and 
for ages blasphemously applied to Confucius, “Per- 


fect Sage.” And to it they added a glad and won- . 


derful phrase, supposed to have fallen from the lips 
of Confucius, “For whom we have been looking, lo, 
these many years!” 

For here was a whole village ready to turn to 
Christ, white unto the harvest. And we could not 
remain. 

If you would check off squares on the map of 
China proper,—not considering at all Thibet, Mon- 
golia,. Manchuria, and Chinese Turkestan, which in 
themselves are said to measure some two-fifths of 
the size of the eighteen provinces,—each square 
painted black because representing a million souls 
living in spiritual darkness, there would be four hun- 
dred such squares. And in the middle of them, you 
would paint white, to represent all the Protestant 
Christians of China, one quarter of one square. 

Missionaries of the China Inland Mission report 
many places among the aborigines of South, South< 
west, and West China where the hill people there, as 
in the mass movements of India, are as ready to hear 
the living Gospel as are some of our northern moun- 
taineers. Why keep these humble Corneliuses longer 
waiting ? , 

TstncTau, CHINA. 





When a Junior 


And what happened the Sunday after 








Teacher Failed 


By Rhoda M. Taber 








conscious of the precarious condition of her 

class, and forced a smile to accompany her 
morning greeting. It was answered by the two girls 
present with a mechanical stretching of the facial 
muscles, while the empty chairs stared back ungra- 
ciously. 

“What shall I do to interest them to-day?” was 
the momentous question pounding incessantly on Miss 
Attmore’s brain, “and so few here on time, as usual!” 

She opened her International Quarterly irreso- 
lutely, while the two girls plunged into a whispered, 
but animated discussion over the happenings at 
school during the week. 

“Amy, where is Marie this morning?” she asked, 
fumbling with her notes, containing some disputed 
‘data of the time and place of the lesson incident. 

“She wasn’t up when I came by. She isn’t com- 
ing.” Amy stopped the school talk just long enough 
to answer. 

“Helen isn’t coming either. She said she didn’t 
want to,” Margie added, throwing a side glance in 
the direction of the teacher as she imparted the in- 
formaiion, then} turning again to the more interest- 
ing topic. 

Miss Attmore flinched as under a blow. A per- 
sonal insult could not have cut with a keener edge, 
although she knew the girls were wholly unconscious 
of the pain they had caused. 

Several more girls straggled in by ones and twos; 
by the time the lesson was half over the class was 
well represented. And by dint of perseverance and 
a timely question directed to the girl causing the 
greatest amount of diversion, Miss Attmore suc- 
ceeded in getting through the lesson with passably 
good attention. 

But she was not satisfied. It was the same grind 
every Sunday; the same pulling and tugging at each 
individual, through the whole hour, to keep mind 
and conversation on the lesson. And there was the 
uncertain attendance and unpunctuality with the in- 
difference. It was like drawing a dead weight up a 
steep incline, single-handed. 

Yet these were not dull girls; a brighter lot, rang- 
ing from ten to twelve could not be found anywhere. 
They were spirited enough on other subjects; they 
seemed to love her personally; yet she had failed 
to hold their interest. She knew none of them came 
from love for the Sunday-school, but only because 


Me: ATTMORE sank into her place, painfully 





their parents sent them, or from a desire to be with 
one another. 

There was something wrong, that: was evident. 
The vapid indifference was convincing proof. She 
was not a suitable teacher; she would resign; some 
one else would do better. To go on in the present 
way was cheating the girls and wearing upon her- 
self. 

No sooner had the last girl flung her a hasty 
“good-bye” and disappeared, than Miss Attmore, ut- 
terly weary in body and wholly disheartened, sought 
the superintendent. 

“But can’t you interest them in some way?” the 
superintendent exclaimed in tragic earnestness, wlien 
she had stated her case. “I have so much trouble in 
finding teachers suitable for that age! And you 
ought to be one of my best junior teachers.” 

Miss Attmore turned away without a word of de- 
fense, a humiliating sense of failure flooding her 
face with crimson as the piercing shaft of “you 
ought to be!” sank deep into the marrow of her 
being. She felt stunned, disorganized and turned 
into confusion. Above the mental turmoil a small 
voice falteringly confessed, “Perhaps I ought to be! 
But I’m not! Why? What have I ever done to be? 
Nothing!’ Absolutely nothing but gorge myself with 
scholarly knowledge and’ dole it out in masterful 
chunks, ask questions and expect maturely sage an- 
swers and saintly demure conduct. What a stone- 
blind prude! I see it now!” 

Then out of the chaos of acknowledged failure 
and self-accusation a desire began to rise, a longing 
to be the teacher that she ought to be. At first,.as 
if fearful of its existence, it wavered above the altar 
of her heart in hazy uncertainty. Should she try 
again? Would she succeed if*she did? But as the 
fire burned, the desire grew stronger, became a 
prayer, a real heart cry, ascending heavenward like 
the smoke of burning incense, “O God,,make me 
what I ought to be, what I ought to be!” 

But that was not all; when she began to pray, she 
began to think; and as she thought, she began to 
plan how she might make the lessons more attractive 
to young minds; and as she planned her fingers be- 
gan to fly in their eagerness to carry out the plans, 
unconsciously helping to answer her own prayer. 

When the next Saturday evening arrived, a pre- 
tentious package lay beside her Bible and Quarterly, 
ready ‘for the morrow, .and every member of the 
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LESSON FOR FEB. 4 (John 3: 1-21) 


class had been phoned to and a promise extracted 
from each to a prompt attendance the following Sun- 


_ day. But not a word had been hinted that anything 


unusual awaited them. They must not be bribed into 
keeping their promises. 

Exclamations of pleased surprise escaped the 
youthful throats in a muffled chorus when the mys- 
terious package was opened in the class-room: “Oh, 
how nice! Are we to have them? What are they 
for? Aren’t they pretty!” 

Miss Attmore explained briefly the use of the les- 
son books and the pictures, for such they were, and 
was rewarded with sparkling eyes and demonstra- 
tions of delight. : 

The books were her own handiwork, simple and 
inexpensive, yet attractive and destined to fill a 
much-felt need. The leaves were 8 x 10 inches in 
size, of light-brown manila paper, and sufficient in 
number to allow two pages to each lesson in the 
quarter. The covers were of dark-brown art paper, 
an inch larger in size, with a simple. design sten- 
ciled in gilt on the front, to give them a finished and 
attractive appearance; and all were held in place by 
tying them together at the back with cord. 

The pictures, which were good steel cuts, 4 x 6 
inches, and one illustrating every lesson, for each 
pupil, had been purchased at a Sunday-school supply 
store. A’ bottle of library paste, some small brushes 
and lead-pencils completed the outfit, while a table 
Occupied the center of the class-room. ; 

The name of the Sunday-school and the pupil’s 
signature adorned the front page. The pride and 
pleasure with whicl this was-executed by the girls 
well repaid Miss Attmore for her labor during the 
week. The lesson was then read from the Bible by 
the girls, and the title and Golden Text given, after 
which Miss Attmore endeavored, in a few sentences, 
to point out the spiritual lesson it contained. Eagerly 
the girls turned to the books! 

The left-hand page was given over to the picture 
which was pasted neatly in. the center, while the 
right was deyoted to the lesson story. This was 
headed at the top with the title, Golden Text, date 
and place, if known, where the lesson incident oc- 
curred. 

There was no time now for idle talking; each child 
must be intent on her work or she would come out 
behind; she must think for herself or she would 
have nothing. to put in, her story. ‘Aljl needed help in 
selecting only the best the lesson contained, for the 
stories must be short, and this gave Miss Attmore 
another opportunity of impressing upon them the 
vital truths. But each child was expected to write 
the story in her own words. 

As the animated faces bent over the books and the 
unskilled fingers labored painstakingly with their 
allotted tasks, Miss Attmore could scarcely believe 
her eyes. Could these really be the listless, restless 
girls of the previous Sundays? The transformation 
was wonderful, satisfying and heart lifting! 

When all had finished came the reading of the 
stories. With the pride of one having achieved, yet 
with childish simplicity, each girl read her version 
of the lesson. Miss Attmore felt a strange tugging 
at her heart and her eyes filled as she listened. T 
living truths she had tried to teach were coming 
back to her in simple phrases and childish grouping, 
but wholesome in their sincerity, It was a sweet 
revelation! The seed sown in youthful hearts ex- 
panded more freely for having something tangible 
to think about, to be responsible for and to do. 

If there was weariness now, Miss Attmore was not 
conscious of it. It_was swallowed;up in a great joy, 
the overflowing drops of which were added when the 
books were being filed away. 

“Oh, aren’t the books lovely!” Marie was heard to 
say to Amy. “I’m going to ask mamma to call me 
early- every Sunday now; I don’t want to miss a 
single lesson. I just love to do things!” 

“The pictures are nice, too,” added Lois, enthu- 
siastically, “I always remember the lesson by the 
picture. And these are such nice ones! Didn’t I 
write my name nice, just look?” 

“I’m coming every Sunday now,” confided Mildred 
to Dorothea. 

“And I’m going to be on time after this,” put,in 
Helen, “for I can’t write as fast as some of you, 
and I don’t want to get behind.” 

Miss Attmore bade “good-bye” to her chattering 
flock from behind a misty veil that kindly blotted out 
the drab-colored, lead-weighted past, and wove the 
heart-cheering, rosy-tinted present into a rainbow 
promise for the future. 

But the rainbowed future held more than the 
present, much more. There were visions of an or- 
ganized class with its youthful membefs filling the 
various offices under the direction of the teacher, 
making their own lesson books, planning little social 
gatherings to strengthen the friendship tie and se- 
cure new members, sewing, at times, on sundry little 
gifts that would cheer the heart of some far-away 
missionary, or some dusky child that was beginning 
to hope for better things; and in the doing of which 
their own highest and best good would be gained. 

Pasavena, Cat. 
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Archeology’s View 


How did God use nature in these great miracles ? 


By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 


~ 
of Egypt’s Plagues 





ae 





rst instance, an archeological study, but a na- 

ture study, and after that a revelation study; 
for the evidence for the plagues of Egypt is not 
found in the ruins of Egypt, but in the annual round 
of Egyptian experiences, and in the Biblical account 
of God’s dealings with Pharach. Nevertheless it is 
in the outcome an archeological study, for it brings 
us at last confidently to a knowledge of the miracu- 
lous happenings among the Egyptian people in the 
days of Moses. 

There have been almost numberless attempts to de- 
fine a miracle. After all, is the effort worth while? 
Definitions of things we do not understand do not 
get us on very far. How much more does one really 
know after learning a definition of electricity then 
he knew beforehand concerning that mysterious agent 
of nature? A description of unknown things is bet- 
ter than a definition. So let us consider a description 
of a miracle, instead of an attempt at definition. 

Two things are always manifest in a real miracle: 
nature and God. If God is not in it, it is not from 
him; if nature is not in it, it does not reach us. 
Nothing that is without us can be perceived by us 
except through the senses; it must be seen, or heard, 
or smelled, or tasted, or touched. Unless the miracle 
be embodied in natural things that are,to be per- 
ceived by one or more of these senses, no knowledge 
of the miracle reaches us at all. Even the miracle of 
regeneration, a miracle within the soul, does not be- 
come a matter of consciousness to us except as it 
is experienced through the sensations or the in- 
tuitions. 

So we are always to expect some natural phe- 
nomena when God manifests himself to us. So 
long as we live in our present natural environment 
and embodiment, when God would reach us, he 
must come it to-us, since we cannot go out to him. 
God always does thus reveal himself in miracle 
to us. 

It is to be expected then that in the “wonders” in 
Egypt, all of which are classed as plagues in the 
language of the Biblical description, God will be mani- 
fest in some natural phenomena as embodiment. Let 
us begin our study of the plagues by viewing them 
from the standpoint of the natural experiences and 
events in which they were embodied. Afterwards, in 
a succeeding study we will view them from the 
standpoint of the great divine purpose in such 
miraculous manifestations of God. 


Did the Plagues Cover All Egypt? 


Where were the plagues: in all Egypt, or in some 
part of it? The only intimation of the localizing of 
the plagues is in Psalm 78:12, 43, where the “field 
of Zoan” is mentioned. But this is poetry. The 
“field of Zoan” means the region of the capital, Zoan, 
which might easily, in poetic language, mean all of 
Egypt. The account of the various plagues indicates 
that the immediately adjacent “field of Zoan,” that is, 
the part of Egypt in which Israel lived, was not the 
place of some of the miracles at all, but was exempt 
from them, and that they were confined to the portion 
of Egypt in which Egyptians lived. The study of the 
plagues in order, which we shall now undertake, will 
also make it plain that the plagues belong, for the 
most part, to the whole land of Egypt, except when 
the place of Israel was exempt; varying in intensity, 
perhaps, in different localities, but never in any case 
really localized. 

A friend of mine recently went to Egypt for the 
first time. It was about the month of May. On the 
way to a native village to visit a mission station he 
was taken by a pond of water. It was dirty, as only 
a pond of water in the black mud of the Nile valley 
ever is dirty. At the edge of the pond a dead dog 
was lying in the water. At the table that evening 
my friend was asked if he would have a drink of 
water. “Is the water from that -pond?” he asked. 
“Yes,” was the reply, “there is no other place to-get 
it.” “Well,” said he, “I think I do not care for a 
drink at present.” That dirty pond was not the 
“blood” of the first plague, but it was at the same 
time of the year and connected with the same natural 
cause. The low Nile in May sometimes becomes 
very vile, certain red organisms sometimes grow in it 
and. it becontes like “blood.” In like manner, it was 
the low Nile that left this pond with its dead dog 
as the only village water supply. Occasionally to 
this day the bloody water becomes so bad that the 
fish die, and the only source of good water, now as 
then, is the well dug in the sand, through which the 
water is then filtered into it. The “wonder” in this 
“rst plague was if its dreadful severity, intensified 


Tiss study of the plagues of Egypt is not, in the 


perhaps by the rarity of the natural phenomena con- 
nected with it. ; 

In the Egyptian hieroglyphs the picture of a frog 
doubtless first denoted simply the frog itself, but it 
came in time to have a saponins meaning which con- 
tinued ever afterward. This secondary meaning was 
“myriads.” In this plague there were “Frogs in the 
houses, frogs in the beds, frogs baked in the food in 
the ovens, frogs in the kneading-troughs worked up 
with the flour, frogs with their monotonous croak, 
frogs with their cold, slimy skins, everywhere—from 
morning to night, from night to morning—frogs.” 
After the low Nile in May comes the long period of 


‘the inundation and, after the receding of the waters, 


come the frogs. The dreadful horror of the plague 
of these repulsive creatures induced Pharaoh thus 
early to pretend to yield to Jehovah. The frog itself 
was sometimes worshiped as a symbol of Heqt, a 
form of the goddess Hathor. Perhaps this fact in- 
clined him at this time to see some divine influence 
in the plague. A time was set for the disappearance 
of the frogs that by such miraculous knowledge the 
Egyptians might know “There is none like unto 
Jehovah our God,” might see that even an Egyptian 
goddess obeyed him. 


The Worst of the Insect Pests 


The dust of the earthen floors in the native houses 
of Egypt at a certain season of the year are “alive 
with” fleas. Even one healthy mosquito inside the 
netting over one’s Egyptian bed at night can make 
sleep impossible. But it takes a net almost close 
enough to stop ventilation to keep out that worst 
of all insect pests, the sand fly. Those whose 
duties take them to the poorest of the homes of the 
people in Egypt sometimes return to sweep the bed- 
bugs from their skirts with a whisk-broom and catch 
them in a pan! This is enough to convince any one 
that any or all of these “stingers” or “biters” could 
easily be made to constitute a plague. What particular 
one of these pests, or whether all of them with the un- 
speakable “lice’? added, as is more probable, consti- 
tuted this plague, cannot with certainty be said. 

The Bible name for the “flies” is simply “swarms.” 
A single glance at an Egyptian meat-shop, or even 
the sight of a poor child with ophthalmia, will leave 
no doubt in the mind that “swarms” in this plague 
means “flies.” A new miraculous element was in- 
troduced with this plague, for not only was it so 
severe as to constitute a “wonder,” but there was a 
strange separation between the Israelites and the 
Egyptians in this plague. Flies belong everywhere 
in Egypt, but this “plague” of flies was not in Go- 
shen. This added evidence of the divine presence 
induced the Egyptians to give a halfway consent to 
God’s demand by proposing to allow the Israelites 
to “sacrifice in the land.” The objection of Moses 
and Aaron to this may refer to the use of the lamb 
as a sacrifice, sheep being always in some measure an 
“abomination” to the Egyptian§; or it may refer to 
the sacrifice of heifers, the cow being the animal sa- 
cred to the goddess Hathor. 

On one occasion, while staying at Luxor in the 
winter season, I found the hotel table abundant in 
vegetables and in delicious lamb, but very deficient 
in beef. The manager of the hotel explained to me 
that because of the cattle “plague” it was very dif- 
ficult to obtain any beef that he would be willing to 
serve to his guests. We have now come to exactly 
that same period of the year in the order of the 
plagues. Moreover, it is not only in the natural order 
of these evils that come upon Egypt, but it is also 
in exact accord with the recently discovered relation 
between mosquitoes and flies and the spreading of 
disease. It is also a fact that the appearance of cat- 
tle plague, of boils among men, and of the bubonic 
plague are closely associated together, and in this or- 
der, the Biblical order of these plagues in Egypt. 
The mention of the camel as involved in this plague 
has not yet been confirmed by any knowledge of 
camels in Egypt at this period. There is one small 
antiquity in the Louvre which seems to me to picture 
the camel, but Professor Maspero does not agree 
that it does so. As both the Hyksos and the Israel- 
ites came from the camel country, it is quite to be 
expected that they brought it in. That the Egyptians 
did not, at the time of the plagues, picture it, is quite 
in accord with their habit of ignoring or obliterating 
every mark of these hated peoples. 

The plague of “boils” in the order of its coming, 
immediately after the murrain, and in the description 
given of it and in the warning of the “pestilence to 
come” (Exod. 9:15), which ‘is usually preceded by 
“boils,”—seems to have been pestis minor, a milder 
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form of bubonic plague. It is still believed, also, in 
the East that the prevalence of rinderpest among cat- 
tle is the precursor of bubonic plague among men. 
The use of ashes in the plague corresponds to the 
use of clay by Jesus in opening the eyes of the blind, 
and was probably for the same purpose, to arrest 
attention. 

The progress of the plagues through the year is 
exactly dated at the plague of the hail, being at that 
season in the winter when “the flax and the barley 
was smitten: for the barley was in the ear, and the flax 
was bolled. But the wheat and the rie were not smit- 
ten: for they were not grown up” (Exod. 9: 31, 32). 
Hail is always considered almost a miracle by the 
Egyptians. Yet it does sometimes fall. I have my- 
self seen a little hail there, and have known of its 
falling in considerable quantities as large as marbles. 

The coming of locusts is likewise described very 
exactly. They came on an “east wind” from their 
breeding place between the fertile valley of the Nile 
and the Red Sea, and they were carried away by a 
“west wind” and flung over into the Red Sea. After 
these two “winds” came the dreaded wind, the 
khamsin, laden with the fine sand from the desert 


that clothes the land in a darkness that truly can be 


“felt.” I once encountered the khamsin east of the 
Gulf of Suez. It was not severe enough to be a 
“wonder,” nor was it heralded by any miracle of 
knowledge, but it was bad enough. wrapped a 
traveler’s rug around my head and rode on in im- 
penetrable darkness that nearly smothered me, while 
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the camel craned his long neck so as to lay his head 
on the lee side of his*great body to protect his eyes 
from the sand, and kept right on in the caravan trail. 
The utter helplessness of people in a bad khamsin is 
far worse than that in a London fog. 

The last plague is distinctly called the “pestilence.” 
It is the habit of the bubonic plague to culminate in 
a day of horror and then suddenly stop, and likewise, 
as some other diseases, to take the strongest and the 
best, as “the first-born” is esteemed to be in the East. 
The miraculous intensifying of the pestilence, to- 

ether with the miracle of knowledge that announced 
it, and the equally miraculous sparing of those within 
the blood-marked door, set this “wonder” as a fitting 
close of the ten judgments of God upon Pharaoh. 
The year has run its course, every plague is in the 
place of the corresponding natural phenomenon which 
embodied it. 

In conclusion of this first part of the discussion, 
I cannot forbear to note that this exact order of the 
natural events which embody the miracles is very sug- 
gestive of the unity of the record of the plagues. 
Nothing is more certain in this account than that the 
writer was thoroughly familiar with Egypt, and, be- 
ing so, how can we think that he would give an ac- 
count of the plagues and not follow the order of 
nature, and all the way through the year, instead of 
giving only a portion of the plagues, as each of the 
two writers suggested by critics is supposed to have 
done? ; 

PHILADELPHIA. 





What Sort of Man Was Nicodemus > | 


Author of “ Bi ” . 
By Henry T. Sell, D.D. sats ee Sitios, ip dhe Lite of Christ, 





A question by doubting Thomas called forth Jesus’ word, “I am the way, and the 


truth, and the life.’’ 
hath seen me hath seen the Father.”’ 


Doubting Philip’s puzzled request was answered by “he that 
And the night-time questions of doubting 


Nicodemus drew forth from the lips that spoke as never man spoke the marvelous 

words on the new birth. Why did our Lord with scorching words unsparingly upbraid 

the Pharisees, and what did He think of this ‘man of the Pharisees’ who came to 
him by night as a “ pioneer inquirer ” ? 


a 


ERUSALEM was in a ferment of religious and 

political opinions. Not only the capital city but 

all Palestine was in a turmoil over the events then 

taking place. John the Baptist had run a startling 
course and stirred the people as no man had stirred 
them since the ‘prophets of Old Testament times. 
Many thought him to be the Messiah; this he em- 
phatically denied. The one pointed out by John as 
the Messiah inaugurated his advent in Jerusalem by 
an act of high authority in driving out the traders 
who had turned a temple of worship into a market- 
place. This act of needed cleansing set the city 
ablaze with excitement over one who dared to defy 
the priests and to set their power at naught. Would 
he who had driven out the traders bid the priests 
depart as ¢nworthy? No wonder questions were be- 
ing asked which no man could answer; for after this 
act Jesus had performed miracles, which had only 
oo to accentuate the acuteness of the intense 
eeling. 

Such was the state of affairs when Nicodemus 
came to see Jesus by night. Why did he come? 

Did curiosity drive him on to see the author of all 
this excitement? 

Was he sent as a representative of the rulers and 
Pharisees, as a spy, to find out what he could and 
report back to those who sent him? 

Did he come to Jesus with instructions from his 
fellows as to the course Jesus should take? 

Did he come of his own personal volition as an 
older man, to give Jesus, the impetuous, some “good 
advice” to be more careful in his procedure and not 
to stir up needless antagonisms? Granted that, 
Nicodemus might have said “You are a great teacher 
and have wonderful power, but ought you to do the 
things you are doing?” 

Or did he approach Jesus as a perplexed but per- 
fectly sincere man, anxious to know the truth; or, 
yet again, was he just a humble, earnest inquirer 
after the truth? 

These are some of the many conjectures as to the 
motive of the “man of the Pharisees” in approach- 
ing Jesus. Which is the correct motive,—or was the 
motive a mixed one? 

Consider the party to which Nicodemus belonged. 
We judge a man by the company he keeps. The 
Sermon on the Mount is a contrast between the teach- 
ings of Christ and those of this party. Our Lord on 
more than one occasion took time to tell what he 
thought of the Pharisees and their teachings. “Woe 
unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye 
compass sea and land to make one proselyte; and 
when he is become so, ye make him twofold more a 
son of hell than yourselves.” 

Yet this was originally a good party, if now gone 





badly to seed. In the beginning, when the Jews re- 
turned from the Babylonian captivity, it was the 
party of puritanism and separatism of the same sort 
as the Pilgrims who came to this country, and, an- 
ticipating them, with the same high character and 
lofty motives. It served magnificently in calling the 
attention of the Jews, who were about to lapse back 
into heathenism, to the fact that they wére a sepa- 
rate people, chosen by Jehovah for a great and high 
purpose. In pursuance of their mission they were to 
keep their worship and themselves pure and clean. 
By its early avowed principles, never really abro- 
gated, this party had raised itself to a high position 
of power and influence. 

But the places of the men who had been dominant 
in making the party had long ago been taken by 
those who were anxious only to serve their own sel- 
fish ends. The fundamental principle promulgated 
by the leaders in the time of Christ was separation 
from everything non-Jewish. In order to make this 
effective the law must be strictly kept. They con- 
tended that the essence of religion consisted in the 
accurate and scrupulous knowledge of the law and 
tradition. 

Was Nicodemus a man of the earlier or the later 
type of the Pharisees? 

When Jesus came the latter day Pharisaic party 
was the best religious party of the age, and when 
that is said it is seen how much improvement was 
needed. It was concerned with the strictly legal 
aspect of religion with no ethical quality in it. It is 
very evident that Jesus fully understood the situa- 
tion. His attitude, his private conversations with 
Nicodemus and the woman of Samaria, and his 
public utterances, all show in the plainest way that 
there was no possible ground of reconciliation be- 
tween his teaching and that of the Pharisees. He 
taught that no action is of any moral worth unless 
it is the expression of an inward disposition. The 
righteousness of the Kingdom of God is inward and 
spiritual. Religion is fellowship with God. Accord- 
ing to Christ the basis of an ethical life is not an 
external authority but the personal relation of the 
individual to God. With the Pharisee, religion was 
not fellowship but a strictly legal walk before God. 
Stress was laid not upon the. righteousness of an 
action, nor upon the disposition with which it was 
performed, but upon its being commanded and upon 
its formal correctness. It was plainly to be seen 
that if Christ accepted the support of the Pharisees 
it must be upon their platform of principles and not 
upon his own. To proclaim himself the Messiah, 


with their support, was to be ruled by them: He 
could not do what was demanded of him by this 
party. 


His mission ‘and teachings were diametrically _ 
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opposed to their principles. The break had to come. 
Jesus’ talk with Nicodemus shows in the clearest 
light just where he stood, and how plain he wanted 
to make his position to the “man of the Pharisees” 
who came to him by night. 

It is evident that Nicodemus did not, at first, un- 
derstand the situation and that he was greatly per- 
plexed. How could he judge the matter rightly when 
all his training, from his youth up, had been in the 
school of legality? The startling act of Christ in 
cleansing the temple without the legal authority of 
the priests, and in defiance of it, was a staggering 
blow to the Pharisaic party and the body of its be- 
lief. When we consider Christ’s after teachings, the 
effect of this action, it must be believed, was just 
what he intended it should be. But to Nicodemus 
this blow to his cherished faith, in which he had been 
brought up, must have been taken sorely to heart. 
When he saw the temple cleansing followed by 
miracles and wonderful teaching of a new way he 
must have hardly known what to think. 

There are two different ways in which a man may 
take an attack upon long cherished béliefs. 

He may resent such an attack. This is the first 
disposition: to deny the new in favor of the old, and 
to cling to that which has been believed. If a man 
does not open his mind and heart to the new thin 
he becomes more confirmed in his old opinions, an 
‘not only confirmed but ready to condemn and fight 
against that which he has reason to believe will 
overthrow that in which he has had faith in time 
past. On the other hand, a man may try to see and 
to weigh the value of the new truth that is presented 
to him. Here we find the open-hearted and the open- 
minded men. 

There are those who tell us that Nicodemus was a 
man of the first stamp; that he was an emissary, 
shrewd and plausible, yet eminently of the legal party, 
who came to win Christ over, to entangle him in his 
talk, but in any way possible to get him out of the 
course upon which he seemed bent. There will prob- 
ably always be those who will advocate some side of 
this view. Yet looking at what happened afterward, 
in that Nicodemus defended Christ before the San- 
hedrin and helped to bury his body, and of his ques- 
tions at this first interview, it seems more than prob- 
able that he saw something of the great value of 
what Christ taught and desired to know about the 
truth. Then too, the manner in which Christ an- 
swered his questions shows that he considered him 
an honest inquirer. It was universally the custom 
of the Master not to open his spiritual treasures to 
the merely idle curiosity-seeker, the carping critic, 
or the antagonistic man. But for the plainly honest 
inquirer he could not take too much pains; for him he 
.ever had a sympathetic ear and an open heart. That 
Christ at once opened up to this “man of the Phari- 
sees” his treasures and showed him the chief jewel of 
them all, the doctrine of the New Birth, indicates 
how he regarded him. 

That this man came to Jesus by night has been 
spoken of to his discredit; as if he were timid or 
ashamed to be seen coming in the open daylight. But 
how else and at what better time could he come if he 
wanted to get really in touch with the Great Teacher? 
Such a teacher would be thronged as he went about 
in the daytime. Many people would naturally ap- 
proach him, and to each one he could give but a few 
words. Opportunity would be lacking to give very 
much attention to any one person. At night the 
throngs would have departed. There would be time 
for an extended private conversation, for questions 
and answers, and for calm deliberation. id not 
Nicodemus here show the sincerity of his seeking? 
If he wanted to get at the heart of the truth, he got 
at it in a way in which perhaps no public exposition 
could have given it to him. This is the great need 
to-day of men who have real questions to ask of pub- 
lic teachers of the great religious truths, and yet 
who do not have this man’s courage to ask them. 

Nicodemus is the pioneer inaugurator of the quiet 
hour alone with Jesus. He did not ask others; he 
went to Jesus directly. He asked of him just what 
he wanted to know. He received a great blessing. 
There are many spiritual perplexities that only can 
be solved in the Nicodemus way. 

He is the pioneer inquirer. There have been great 
discoverers of new lands and new peoples; men who 
have sailed on uncharted seas and afterwards charted 
them for others to sail over in peace and safety. 
Nicodemus drew from Christ the greatest answer ever 
given to man in regard to his relations to God. Here 
was a new way made for man by this pioneer. No 
matter how a man may bind himself up with good 
resolutions, or do good deeds, he is as sounding brass 
or a tinkling cymbal if he has no heart in it and is not 
right in his fellowship with God. 

Ve are made to know by this epoch-making con- 
versation what religion is. It is of the heart. It is 
not so much in a man ‘finding God as in letting God 
find him. There is here no hint of a bargain,—so 
much service for so much salvation,—but the letting 
of God have full sway in the life in a “New Birth.” 
Here is the beginning, and the only possible begin- 
ning, of “The Life That Wins.” sd 

CHICAGO. 








LESSON FOR FEB. 4 (John 3: 1-21) 
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LESSON 5. FEBRUARY 4. JESUS THE SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD 


John 3: I-21. Commit verses 5, 6 


Golden Text : God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal life.—John 3 : 16 





The | Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 
66 ID YOU ever happen to see,” wrote Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, “that most soft-spoken and 
velvet-handed steam engine at the Mint? The 
smooth piston flies backward and forward as a lady 
might slip her delicate finger in and out of a ring. 
The engine lays one of its fingers, calmly, but firmly, 
upon a bit of metal: It is a coin now, and will re- 
member that touch, and tell a new race about it, 
when the date upon it is crusted over with twenty 
centuries.” : 

You would not recognize the old bit of metal in 
the new, shining coin unless you knew just what had 
happened, would you? And it is often hard to rec- 
ognize, as the one we used to know, a person who 
has been born again through faith in Jesus Christ. 
Is what happens to the metal at the Mint an illus- 
tration of what happens to a person in the new 
birth? Let the class discuss this. 


Our Background Material 


Reading through the Gospel of John at least once 
each week during the six months of our present 
studies is one of the best ways of “mastering” this 
Gospel,—that is, being able to think the Gospel 
through without opening our Bibles. 

The fifth of the “seven keys” to the Gospel is 
“Have”; the word is “peculiarly characteristic of 
John, and always implies conscious possession of 
spiritual things, having and holding, obtaining and 
retaining.” The four earlier keys are, “Believe,” 
“Jesus,” “the Christ,” and “the Son of God.” 

This or similar material is given fully in a pamphlet 
“How to Study the Gospel of John,” by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas, to be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company for three cents, two copies for five cents. 


Further useful background material is given by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas in his lesson article this week 
(I, 1), on the first of the five manifestations of 
Christ recorded in chapters 1-12. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragreune in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

“Pharisee” is a word that suggests all sorts of 
unpleasant things to us. Surprise the class by tell- 
ing them -everything good you can about Pharisees. 
You will find valuable information on this in Dr. 
Sell’s article, “What Kind of Man Was Nicodemus?” 
- on page Make out just as good a case as you 
can for the Pharisees, and invite the class to suggest 
everything good they can think of. 

Then it will be time to take up the opposite side, 
and show where the Pharisees were sadly lacking. 
Let the class join with.you in this also. 

What was Nicodemus’ attitude toward Jesus as 
the conversation began? Was it superior and con- 
descending, or truly respectful and worshipful? 
Whichever it may have been, Nicodemus plainly 
‘assumed to understand the things of God. “We 
know one who comes from God when we see him” 
(v. 2). Nicodemus assumed to be something of an 
expert in religious matters, a safe interpreter of 
what was and was not from God. 

And this makes Jesus’ first words to Nicodemus 
the more startling and unexpected. He raises the 
question whether Nicodemus has ever seen, or can 
see, the kingdom of God! What the: kingdom of 
God means is discussed by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(II, 2). And Jesus makes a flat, dogmatic statement 
as to qualification for membership im the kingdom. 

Now let the class say what it is to be born again. 
Draw out their ideas freely and fully. Then give 
them the clear, simple facts so plainly that they can- 
not misunderstand, and that they never will forget. 
Before coming to class ask God in earnest prayer 
to make the matter crystal clear to you, as the teacher, 
and then through you clear to every member of your 
class. This may be a vital turning point for more 
than one in your class, for all eternity. 

Why one must be born again if-he is going to 
enter the kingdom of God is shown by Mr. Ridgway 
(1). And the truth is fully discussed and set forth 
in the leading editorial on the first two pages of this 
issue. Read every word of that editorial. Make the 
truth still more vivid and inescapable to the class by 
showing them the Lesson Cartoon, revealing in all 
its repulsiveness “the old Adam still” in the poor, 
deluded individual who thinks that culture and re- 
spectability can take the place of the new birth. 
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{The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
John 3: 5-17] : 


5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except 
one be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh; and that which is born of the Spizit is spirit. 7 Marvel 
not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born anew. 8 * The 
wind bloweth where it will, and thou hearest the voice 
thereof, but knowest not whence it cometh, and whither it 
goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 9 Nico- 
demus answered and said unto him, How can these things 
be? 10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou the 
teacher of Israel, and understandest not these things? 
11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that which we 
know, and bear witness of that which we have*seen; and 
ye receive not our witness. 12 If I told you earthly things 
and ye believe not, how shall ye believe if I tell you 
heavenly things? 13 And no one hath ascended into heaven, 
but he that descended out of heaven, even the Son of man, 
8 who is in heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up; 
15 that whosoever * believeth may in him have eternal life. 

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not 
perish, but have eternal life. 17 For God sent not the Son 
into the world to judge the world; but that the world 
should be saved through him. 


1Or, from above See ver. 31; ch. 19.11; Jas. 1:17; 3:15, 


17, *Or, The Spirit breatheth * Many ancient authori- 
ties omit who is in heaven. ‘Or, believeth in him may 
have 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, 
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- What is it to “be born of water and the Spirit”? 
(v. 5.) This is discussed by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(II, 3). Water, if it stands for baptism, represents 


man’s part, or the repentance with which one turns\ 


from his sins and toward God. “Of.the Spirit” is 
God’s part,—the instant-miracle that the Spirit of 
God works in one who, in repentance for his sins, 
accepts by faith Jesus Christ as his Saviour from the 
penalty and the power of his sins. Repentance and 
regeneration, in other words, are the conditions of 
entering into the kingdom of God. 

The mystery of the wind and the Spirit as similar 
is explained by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 4) and Mr. 
Ridgway (2). 

Nicodemus was in a hopeful position when he said 
helplessly, “How can these things be?” He was no 
longer condescending, no longer assuming to interpret 
Christ: he was a helpless inquirer. And Jesus lov- 
ingly but searchingly and revealingly went on, as he 
said in effect, “Are you a prominent religious teacher 
and do not understand the a, b, c of religion?” 
(v. 10.) Then, leading up to the wonderful treasure 
house of John 3:16, Jesus made stupendous claims 
for himself (vs. 11-15). He was a heavenly resident, 
he said—the only one on earth. He declares in clear, 
unequivocal terms God’s perfect plan for the re- 
demption of the world, through the one and only 
Redeemer, his only begotten Son—the Man who is 
facing and addressing Nicodemus! The serpent that 
Moses raised up, a look-at which meant healing, was 
not a poisonous serpent, but a representation of that. 
So the Son of man, lifted up, was not sinful himself, 
but was “made sin,” 
might be healed of the death poison of our sins 
(2 Cor. 5:21). 

None but God the Son and Redeemer would dare to 
claim for himself what Jesus does here, as the Way 
of eternal life for mankind. Beautiful illustrations 
of the meaning and the power of the precious verse 
John 3:16 are given in the Illustration Round Table 
(1, 2, 3), and by Mr. Howard in “From the Plat- 

orm. 

Let us always remember that Jesus’ mission in this 
age of grace is salvation, not judgment (v.17). Yet 
both salvation and judgment are present facts in the 
life of men. Either one is already judged, or is 
already saved, because of his attitude toward the 
only begotten Son of God (v. 18). 


The Truth That is Golden 


When we believe on Christ as Saviour, what hap- 
pens? Instantly God by the work of the Holy Spirit 
gives us Christ himself, who is God, as our actual, 
literal life. We now have, as believers, a life that as 
unbelievers we did not have at all. Birth means the 
beginning of a new life. That happened physically 
when we were first born. It happens spiritually when 
we are born again: the new life of God himself for 
the first time enters into us when we believe on 
Christ. 

This blessed miracle of the new birth does not 
mean merely that God skilfully or even miraculously 
shapes the materials of which we were made into a 
new and beautiful form. He does that indeed. But 





‘soever than not to come at all. 


that by looking unto him we ° 





if that were all, it would not be a new birth; only a 
remodeling of what was already there. That is why 
the Mint illustration mentioned in “Getting Started 
in Class” does not go far enough as an illustration 
of the new birth. The wonderful engine at the Mint 
does a wonderful work; but it adds nothing to the 
metal that was not already in: the metal. God in the 
new birth adds to the now believer what before was 
not thére at all: the spiritual life of God. Could 
God give us a greater gift than himself? Have we 
begun to realize the riches that are ours if Christ is 
our life? “He that hath the Son hath the life; he 
that hath not the Son of God hath not the life” 
(1 John 5:12). “He that spared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not 
also with him freely give us all things?” (Rom. 
8: 32.) 

Teaching Points 

It is better to come to Jesus from any motive what- 
Few, if any, come to 
him at first with the highest motives. 

Notice the two “musts” emphasized by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (in his Section III) ; what we must do and 
what Christ must do. 

The man who does not want to have others see 
what he is doing, does not himself want to see 
Christ (v. 20). 

Knowledge saves no man,—though knowledge may 
point the way toward salvation. Our Lord showed 
Nicodemus that it is not a question of what we 
know, but what we are (Dr. Griffith Thomas, III, 5). 

Not only the “down and out” but the “up and out” 
must be born again if ever they are to see the king- 
dom of God. A recent volume has a chapter en- 
titled “Twice Born Gentlemen,” showing that “gen- 
tlemen” as well as “bums” must be born again if 
they are to become Christians,—saved (Rom. 
33 22, 23). 

We can see the results of the wind, see or hear 
evidences of it, but we do not know its origin or its 
goal. It is a mystery in its workings and methods, 
but not in its results. So of the Holy Spirit. 


There will be nothing to conceal in heaven (v. 21). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Was Jesus harsh in his treatment of Nicodemus? 

Was Nicodemus slower to understand than we 
should expect? 

In what senses is the word “flesh” used in the New 
Testament? 

What did Jesus mean by “earthly things”? (v. 12.) 

What did Jesus mean by “heavenly things”? (v. 12.) 

What is it to believe in Jesus, as in verses. 15 
and 16? ; 

What is a Christian? “Bulldog” in Pucker’s class 

ives his ideas, and the teacher gives his (Mr. 

ogers, 1-2). 

Is man naturally 
then give them old 
Table, 4). 

Did coming by night mean that Nicodemus was 
afraid? (See John 7:50 and 19: 38, 39.) 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Jesus and the Woman of Samaria (John 4: 1-29). 


ood? Let the class discuss this; 
amuel Johnson’s answer (Round 


A conversation about a drink of water started a 
revival that has been going on now for almost two 
thousand years. As we read the account of this con- 
versation, let us make sure that we understand just 
who the two persons engaging in it were,—that is, 
what each one represented,—and what was the secret 
of the revival. And let us ask ourselves whether we 
can have revivals by the same plan and method to-day. 


What do we know from the Old Testament about 
Jacob’s well? — 

What did Jesus mean by “the gift of God”? (v. 10.) 

What did Jesus mean by “living water”? (v. 10.) 


How is it possible for the Christian never to 
thirst? 


Why was Jesus’ question in verse 16 not unfair? 
What mountain was “this mountain”? (v. 20.) 


What is meant by “salvation is from the Jews”? 
(v. 22.) 


Did this woman believe that this man was the 
Messiah ? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 








I. What Are the Facts? 

Connection.—In the first part of this Gospel (1 to 
12) five manifestations of Christ are recorded, each 
beginning at Jerusalem. The first of these is in 2: 13 
to 4:54 and included Jerusalem (2:13 to 3:21), 
Judea (3:22-36), Samaria (4:1-42), and Galilee 
(4: 43-54). So that we are now concerned with 
Jerusalem, including a manifestation to the rulers 
(2: 12-22) recording the first national rejection of 
Christ; to the inhabitants (2: 23-25) recording the 
first beginning of faith; and then the interview with 
Nicodemus in the present lesson, giving the first in- 
stance of Christ’s dealing with an enquirer. It is 
also important to notice carefully the connection be- 
tween chapters 2 and 3 and the remarkable emphasis 
on “men” and “man” (2:24 to 3:1). It would seem 
as though Nicodemus were one. of the people re- 
ferred to in the earlier verses, those to whom Jesus 
did not trust himself, because of their superficial, 
though sincere attitude. This needed to be deepened, 
and the process is seen in connection with Nico- 
demus. (1 

Persons.—Nicodemus is the only one mentioned, 
and all that we know of him is found within this 
Gospel (see 7: 50; 19:39). He was a member of the 
Sanhedrin, the great Council of the Jews. See Dr. 
Sell’s article on page 34. ; 

Place.—The incident took place at Jerusalem im- 
mediately after the record of the last lesson. Jeru- 
salem was the capital, in Judea, about thirty miles 
from the Mediterranean and eighteen from the Jor- 
dan; the city is on high ground except on the north. 

Time.—The spring of A. D. 27. 

Books.—Riddle, “Outline Harmony of the Gospels” 
(The Sunday School Times Company, 25 cents) ; 
Croscup, “Historical Charts of the Life and Ministry 
of Christ” (The Sunday School Times Company, 
$1); W. W. Smith, “Students’ Illustrated Histori- 
cal Geography of the Holy Land” (The Sunday 
School Times Company, 75 cents); Vollmer, “Stu- 
dents’ Life of Christ” (Revell, $1 net). 


ll. What Do These Verses Mean? 


Verse 1.—Ruler. A member of the Sanhedrin, and 
as such a teacher of the law. 

: Verse 2.—Rabbi. The usual method of respectful 
address to a Jew who was regarded as a teacher. 
Signs. The miracles performed at that time (2: 23). 

Verse 3.—Answered. Christ replied to his thought 
and spiritual need rather than to his words. Born 
anew. <A spiritual regeneration described in physical 
terms (1:13; 2 Cor. 5:17). Kingdom of God. Only 
found here in John. It means God’s rule over the 
universe and was a Messianic term, expressive in its 
completeness both of present and future. (2) 

Verse 5—Born of water. Many interpret this of 
baptism, and if so, it must refer to John’s baptism, 
since Christian baptism was not instituted until after 
Christ’s resurrection. On this view the “water” will 
symbolize the repentance required by John, the 
“Spirit” will emphasize the new life needed and be- 
stowed. But the phrase is one, not two, “of water 
and Spirit,” and perhaps it is better interpreted as a 
symbol of the purifying influence of the Holy Spirit, 
as in Ezekiel 36:25, especially as all reference to 
water is omitted in the following verses. In any 
case the allusion is to spiritual truths rather than to 
the physical rite. (3) 

Verse 8.—IW ind. As this word is exactly the same 
as “Spirit,” some think that the reference all through 
is first, to the Holy Spirit, and then to those who are 
“born of the Spirit,” but it seems more natural to 
keep to the familiar rendering and to think of it as 
meaning that just as the wind is real, yet invisible, 
mysterious and sovereign, so is the life of the Spirit 
in those who receive him. (4) 

Verse 11.—We have seen. Referring to Christ’s 
heavenly and direct knowledge in contrast with the 
solemn reference to the Jews, “Ye” (v. 32). 

Verse 13.—IJnto heaven. This does net mean that 
Christ had already ascended, but simply that he had 
come from God and was still associated with the 
Father, even though he was on earth (1: 14, 18). 

Verse 16.—Only begotten. Not referring to the 
physical, earthly birth of Christ, but to his unique 
relationship to the Father before his birth in Bethle- 
hem (1:1, 14, 18). It was in this unique relation- 
ship that God gave his Son. The Sonship of Christ 
must not be limited to the Incarnation, for “God sent 
his Son” into the world. The word rendered here 
“only begotten” is found in the Greek Old Testament 
with the meaning of “darling” or “beloved” (Gen. 
22: 2,12). This is the thought in Luke 7: 12, and may 
well be so with Christ also (1 John 4:9). 3 

Verse 21.—Wrought. Proved the man to be in 
union with God. 
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Ill. The Heart of the Lesson 


This is a lesson of contrasts between earthly and 
heavenly aspects of life. We have the teacher of 
Israel (v. 10), and the teacher come from God 

v. 2). There are also the two “excepts,” “except 

be with him” (v. 2) and “except one be born 
anew” (v. 3). Then also there are the earthly and 
heavenly things (v. 12). All this constitutes the les- 
- one of supreme importance in regard to spiritual 
ife. 


1. The Necessity o - Christ used the word 
“must” (v. 7), and the absolute necessity of a new 
start is thereby seen. Many reasons support this con- 
tention, including the awful effects of:sin and the 
absolute impossibility of living the true life here or 
enjoying the true life hereafter without this regen- 
eration. We should, therefore, emphasize in the 
strongest way our Lord’s “must.” 

2. The Possibility of Life. Our Lord uses another 
“must” in referring to himself (v. 14), and this 
shows the way in which the new life becomes possi- 
ble. This is one of the “heavenly things” in con- 
trast with the “earthly,” for it is because of the 
Divine redemption through the Cross that we obtain 
the new life of the Spirit in the soul. The absolute 
necessity of Atonement is thus added to the abso- 
lute necessity of the new birth. 


3. The Condition of Life. This is seen in the refer- 
ence to faith, for our Lord emphasized the impor- 
tance and necessity of believing in him (vs. 15, 16, 
18). Faith is the link of connection between the 
soul and Christ, between two “musts,” for the mo- 
ment we look we live, and when our faith is centered 
on Christ “lifted up,” God’s new life of the Spirit 
comes into our souls. 

Thus, we see how, in the words of the title, Jesus 
is “the Saviour of the world.” Nicodemus had said 
“we know,” but our Lord showed that it is not a 
question of what we know, but what we are. Not 
knowledge, but life, is needed. (5) : 

So the lesson emphasizes Life, Love, and Faith. 
The life of the soul is provided by the love of God 
and faith is the link of connection. 


IV. The Lesson Outlined 

1. Regeneration (vs. 1-8; Rom. 6: 1-15). 
(a) Its Necessity (vs. 1-3). 
(b) Its Nature (vs. 4-6). 
(c) Its Effects (vs. 7, 8). 

2. Revelation (vs. 9-21; 1 John 4: 7-21). 
(a) Divine Truth illuminated (vs. 9, 10). 
(b) Divine Testimony given (vs. 11-13). 
(c) Divine Love declared (vs. 14-18). 
(d) Divine Light emphasized (vs. 19-21). 

Wyc irre CoLiece, Toronto. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The “Can Not.”—E-xcept one be born of water atid 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God 
(v. 5). Henry Drummond did a great service for the 
“Smart One” when he called attention to that “can 
Not.” Every school-boy can tell you there.is an ani- 
mal, a vegetable, and a mineral kingdom. The Book 
tells us that beside these there is a heavenly kingdom 
(Luke 17:21; Acts 2:2-4). Rocks “cannot” know 
anything about roses. Cowslips “cannot” know any- 
thing about cows. Old Bossy “cannot” know any- 
thing about baseball. That godless bunch-ef ball 
players, Sunday afternoons, out yonder on the brick 
lot “yellin’ and cussin’” “cannot” know anything about 
the things of the third chapter of John. But that 
something in the plant we call life can reach down 
and touch the dead “dirt” of the field and it becomes 
roses, cowslips, and red clover. The life that is in 
Old Bossy “grazes” into the red clover and the clover 
becomes milk and meat. The life in men can take the 
butter and the beef and they become the brain that 
can think and the brawn that can do. Then above 
this man life is the Spirit life which can reach down 
to the baseball park and the curbstone and touch-the 
life of the half-dru..k crack base-runner, and we have 
Billy Sunday, evangelist. And you ought to hear the 
said Billy on this third chapter of John. If you have 
no more use for religion than a brickbat has for blue- 
bells just remember you are dead as a brickbat—and 
dead forever. Don’t blather and blow. Weep and 
repent. There are only two possible finishes, Sing in 
heaven, or suffer in hell. (1) 

Turkey and Capon.—T hat which is born of the flesh 
is flesh (v. 6). And it never can be anything else 
than flesh; the flesh it is born. The chicken can be 
improved into bigness with a breast on him like a 
turkey gobbler, but the best carver in Chester County, 
on Thanksgiving or Christmas, can not fool us into 
a turkey dinner with a capon. This shows us why 
the race gets no better when the Holy Spirit is left 
out, but rather worse. Those Wise Ones, the “deep 
thinkers,” those who laughed at the Old Book as “a 
collection of folklore” and a “product of supersti- 
tion” had it all beautifully worked out. Old Mr. 
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Flesh’ on a monument just laughed and laughed at 


religion, when lo, over yonder in Europe there burst 


upon us suddenly the most awful spectacle of flesh 
destroying flesh in all the world’s history. That 
spectacle is no breakdown of Christian civilization 
any more than a certain Chicago “Sunday-sch 
picnic,” with its carload of beer and all-day dance 
and a big night revel, was a breakdown of the modern 
Sufday-school. That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh, both in Continental Europe and in that part of 
Continental -Europe which has settled in metropoli- 
tan America. Schemes of moral reform fail because 
folks don’t know the third chapter of John. The 
fruits of the flesh are not what you find in Galatians 
5: 22-24, but are in 5: 19-21. 

The Mystery.—The wind bloweth-where it will; 
... 80 is every one that is born of the Spirit (v. 8). 
The winds ere simple affairs. The professor who is 
up on meteorology can tell you all about winds. 
Yes indeedy! “South and westerly winds to-morrow. 
Fair.” And it never rained harder and the winds 
came from the east. . They told us winds on the 
prairies grew into cyclones because there were no 
woods nor hills to arrest them. Then the worst of 
cyclones started in the valley west of Coatesville, 
tore across the hills and through the forests and 
nearly put poor old Ercildoun off the map. No-one 
in these parts has been wind-wise since. God has 
very wisely .kept the keyboard of nature under his 
own hand. He alone can press the button. His Son 
knew what he was talking about. The working of 
the Spirit of God is just as mysterious as the wind. 
There are great trade winds that have carried count- 


less fleets of rich merchantmen to wealth. And out — 


of the same heavens have come the gales that have 
dashed the fishing smacks upon the rocks. ~The 
Spirit reaches out and touches a shoe salesman and 
we have D. L. Moody. He passed over great colleges 
and great churches. The same Spirit passes over 
Sabbath keepers and comes down upon the tippling 
baseball sprinter. The Holy Spirit in Dwight L. 
Moody and William A. Sunday has created a new 
religious America. As I write, the influence of Billy 
Sunday, although he never was in Coatesville, has so 
packed our churches that we must build bigger or 
swarm. Why should “Sundayism” sweep thousands 
into the kingdom and stir the dull church life when 
scholarship and “dignity” have not? Well, there is 
the wind! (John 6:63.) (2). . Tene $0 onn 
The Heavenly Places.—T7he Son of man, who is in 
heaven (v. 13). Jesus was-in heaven while he was 
on earth according to his statement here and else- 
where. All nature is but the expression of Jesus 
Christ “who is in heaven.” To-night some one. will 
throw a switch and those dull and dusty “bottles” up 
there will burst into glory. That lovely golden light 
was not up there in the bottles. If you hunt the mat- 
ter down you will go through the power-house and 
down into the coal mines and back to the carbonifer- 
ous age and up to that great hot thing we call the sun. 
And back of the sun is the “Son of man.” Mystery! 
Will any man put a bunch of gray matter no bigger 
than a cocoanut up against Deity, when he has to stop 
as he comes to the sun! Don’t let the professor fool 
you, Sammy Sophomore. He is only guessing. He 
doesn’t know. Jesus himself says he is a part of heaven 
first, last, and all the time. It is the duty of each 
Christian not simply to live for heaven, but to live sa 
that heaven, which is Jesus Christ, can be expressed in 
us. Just as the electricity expresses itself in the bot- 
tle up yonder. Because Christ is in heaven is why 
the Christian through whom Christ expresses him- 
self finds he has come to the same place (Eph. 1:3; 
2:6). That is to say, the real Christian who is 
working at it does not have to wait until he is dead 
to sit in heavenly places. When you see an unhappy 
Christian you will know he has “slipped a cog.” 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 


ye 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday School Times 

three full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 

If coming later they may not be considered at all. Do 
not submit iMustrations without first securing a circular 
that explains the &cceptance of material, and the year’s 
lesson calendar, which will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 
All readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this 
department. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal les- 
son illustration used, and two dollars for the best one each 
week. 

Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, and will stand a better chance of accept- 
ance than illustrations on the Golden Text. 

The Captain’s Marking.—God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal 
life-(Golden Text). The old captain of the Merri- 
mac was an inmate of the Pennsylvania Soldiers’ 
Home. He was a skeptic. For long, the chaplain 
tried to get him to read the Bible, but he would not. 
At last he said to the captain, “Read it, and mark 
in red anything that you don’t believe. Begin with 
the Gospel of John.” The captain, with a glitter in 
his eye, took up the challenge. He was sick at 
the time, confined to bed. Every few hours the 









































Seba 


iat 


‘ 

















‘begotten Son.’ 








6 
LESSON FOR FEB. 4 (John 3 : 1-21) 


chaplain, passing his door, would call 
n and say, “Captain, have you marked 
‘anything yet?” The old captain would 
grin, but say nothing. After a day or 
(two, when the chaplain stepped in, there 
lay the old captain dead, with his Bible 
open. The chaplain leafed through the 
Gospel of John. Nothing marked in all 
the first chapter, nor all the second chap- 
ter, nor all the third, until he came to 
John 3:16, and in red was written, “I 
have cast my anchor in a safe harbor, 
thank God!” He’d found the only 
anchor that could grip and the only 
rock that could hold—From the Rev. 
Elmer Ellsworth Helms, D.D., in the 
Northern Christian Advocate. Sent by 
W.J. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville,N. Y. (1) 


Not Lost.—God so loved the world, 
that he gave (Golden Text). Captain 
the Rev. D. J. Hiley, a Baptist minister | 
on active service behind the British’ 
lines in France, says in a recent letter 
to his church: As the hospital train 
comes in, in the bright face of that lad 
from London no one would have gath- 
ered what was the matter with him. I 
look into his bright face, and say, “Well, 
you have been hurt.” “Yes, sir, but, 
thank God, I am alive. I am going 
shome without my right hand, but my 
mother will be glad to have what is left 
of me. Yes, sir, I am glad to be alive.” 
“Yes, I am sure your mother will be 
glad to have you as you are. Shall I 
write to her for you, as you have lost 
your right hand?” Again he looked up, 
and said, “I did not lose it, sir; I gave 
it.” Yes! and God, writing of his 5Son’s 
‘sacrifice, wrote, not that He lost him, 
but that He cave him.—Sent by Rev. T. 
De Courcy Rayner, Hamilton, Ont., 
‘Can. The prize for this week is awarded 
to this illustration. (2) 


Father.—God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son 
(Golden Text). At the conclusion of a 
Sunday evening service some months ago, 
a gentleman came to me’ to thank me 
for the sermon. Pointing to a magnifi- 
cent specimen of manhood in khaki, with 
tthe tears trembling in his eyes and 
trembling in his voice he said: “He is 
only eighteen. He’s my only son. I 
never knew before the meaning of ‘God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only 
I know now.” His only 
son, whom-he passionately loved, for the 
sake of his country he had laid on the 
altar of sacrifice, and had entered some- 
what ‘into the meaning of- God’s sacri- 
fice when He gave his Son up to the 
death of the cross that we might be re- 
deemed and saved.—Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Wakefield, Eng. (3) 


Not Necessgary.—That whosoever be- 
lieveth on him (Golden Text). A little 
girl in America, when she was asked by 
the church committee as to her knowl- 
edge of Jesus Christ, and asked to re- 
cite her experience, said: “I do not 
know if I have any ‘expei:ence.’’ All I 
know is that Jesus. said, ‘Come unto 
me,’ and I came, and he said, ‘I will give 
you ‘rest,’ and he gave me rest.” One 
of the older men said: “But, my dear, 
you do not seem to kriow much about 
the Slough of Despond.” She dropped 
a courtesy and said: “Please, sir, I did 
not come that way.”—From The Bible 
and Spiritual Criticism, by Arthur T. 
Pierson, D.D. Sent by Rev. John A. 
Bradford, Arnprion, Ont., Can. 


Naturally Good.—Ye must be born 
anew (v. 7). Remember Boswell’s re- 
mark to Johnson: “Don’t you think, 
sir, that man is naturally good?” “No,” 
was the answer, “no more than a wolf.” 
—Sent by W. R. Clark, Belper, Derby, 
Eng. (4) 


The X-Ray.—Ye must be born anew 
(v. 7). It is now shown that the X-ray 
completely detects and exposes false 
gems. A real stone shows almost no 
shadow, while a false one is almost 
opaque to the X-ray. To the eye of 
man Nicodemus is a diamond character, 
counted of great value. To the Divine 
eye, piercing to heart and spirit, his in- 
ner nature is revealed, and the X-ray 
of the soul declares: “Ye must be born 
anew.”—From the Sunday Circle. Sent 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
issionary to the Jews 


HE same came unto him by night 

(v. 2). Nicodemus had a personal 
conviction which could not be officially 
admitted, and so he came by night. The 
missionary has often to be thankful to 
meet even such distracted inquirers. An 
Oriental, however, seldom begins an in- 
terview by mentioning what is upper- 
most in his mind. Behind the conviction 
regarding something that he knew was 
anxiety about something that he did not 
know, namely, how a man could enter 
the kingdom of God, and have God with 
him, as Jesus so evidently had. To this 
inquiry our Lord at once led the con- 
versation. 


How can a man be born again when he 
is old? (v. 4.) Missionaries are often 
surprised at the lack of inwardness in 
men who are intimately versed in the 
external rules and traditions of religion. 
Many Oriental Christians in Syria can 
learnedly discuss the problem of the 
procession of the Holy Ghost or the 
date of Easter who know nothing of the 
one supernatural influence that makes a 
man a Christian. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecyprt. 
ye 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“A ruler onee came to Jesus by night.” 
“Christ for the world we sing.” 

“ Love divine, all love excelling.” 

“© Zion haste, thy mission high fulfilling.” 
“ Sinners, turn; why will ye die?” 

“ Tell me the old, old story.” 

“We have heard the joyful sound.” 

“ We've a story to tell to the nations.” 


(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.”) 
Psalm 23 : 1-6 (46: 1-5). 
Psalm 62: 1-12 (123 : 1-4). 
Psalm 116 : 1-14 (235 : 1-3). 
Psalm 27 : 1-14 (57 : 1-3). 
Psalm 142: 1-7 (303 : 1-4). 


wg 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
forgive our selfish indifference to those who 
have not yet known thee. Thou art the most 
wonderful gift we have, and yet we have 
been so slow to let others know that thou 
art also the great gift of the Heavenly Father 
to them. Even as thou hast loved us, so 
may we show thee forth to those near and 
far who without us might never know thee. 
Enable us, we pray thee, to point many from 
death unto life in thyself. In thy dear name 
we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Over in Egypt 
some of the missionaries have had a 
little letter-seal printed in black on 
bright red paper to use in sealing their 
letters. You probably couldn’t read 
what is written on the seal, for the 
words are in Arabic. When you re- 
member the millions of Mohammedans 
in the world who speak Arabic, you 
won’t think that there is any lack of 
persons to whom such letters might 
be sent; but you are wondering what is 
on the seal. Well, if you wil! repeat 
the Golden Text in, English you wiil 
say what is on that seal in Arabic. Let 
us say it together. 

When the missionaries use a seal like 
that on the letters they send out to.their 
Arabic-speaking correspondenis, don’t 
you suppose that the words set a good 
many people thinking? And don’t you 
see that every missionary is also a sign 
of the love that God has for the world, 
because every missionary is giving him- 
self to others in the name of Jesus 
Christ? Not only the missionary’s let- 
ters, but the missionary’s life is sealed 
with this wonderful verse. 

‘Are we telling others as much as we 
might about the love of Christ? I 
wonder how many of us in this school 
have led a soul to Christ in the last 
week? I won’t ask you to put up your 
hands in answer. I don’t mean that you 
haven’t led any one to him lately. But 
since God so loved the world, don’t you 





by J. A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 


think that our love for those who are 
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perishing ought to be a great deal 
warmer and more eager than it is? 


i LOVE FOR Sixs 


Do we care? 














Do we care enough about what God 
has done for us to tell others who so 
greatly need Christ? Do we really 
care? Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





[ Department Helps | 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—Jesus came into 
the world to save people from sin. 


Introduction—When God’s angel told 
Mary and Joseph the wonderful secret 
about Mary’s baby, the angel said, 
Thou shalt call his name JESUS, for it 
is he that shall save his people from 
their sins (Matt. 1:21). , 

When John Baptist saw Jesus coming 
to be baptized, he said, Behold, the 
Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin 
of the world. 


Review.—After this Jesus gathered 
some friends to be his disciples and 
helpers. Fhey came to Jerusalem for 
the Passover feast. When they reached 
the temple, where Mary and Joseph had 
presented the baby Jesus to the Lord, 
the same temple which Jesus visited 
when a boy of twelve—they found men 
selling oxen, sheep, and doves in the 
temple courts, Jesus was grieved and 
drove them away, saying, My house 
shall be called a house of prayer. 

The men were angry to be driven out. 
Some asked, What right have you to 
do such things? The rulers heard what 
Jesus had done and wondered who he 
was. 


Lesson Story.—One of these rulers of 
the Jews was a man, Nicodemus, who 
wanted to see Jesus and talk to him. 
He waited until night. They sat some- 
where out of doors, perhaps on the flat 
roof of the house where they could 
enjoy the moonlight and evening breeze. 

Nicodemus knew that Jesus was a 
good man. He said, We know that you 
are a teacher come from God; for no 
one can do these things which you do 
except God be with him. Jesus wanted 
Nicodemus to know that he was the Son 
of God, and that -God’s Holy Spirit was 
his helper to save pecple from their 
sins. Jesus said, Except one be born 
anew of God’s Spirit, he carnot see nor 
enter the kingdom of God. 

Nicodemus wondered how anybody 
could be born twice. Jesus explained 
that his body was born once and his 
spirit must be born once also. Still it 
seemed hard for Nicodemus to under- 
stand. Jesus wanted him to know that 
God’s Spirit can save people from lov- 
ing sin and doing sin. Jesus said, Do 
not wonder because I said, You must 
be born anew (in your spirit). 

The breeze must have moved the trees, 
just as the school reader tells about it: 
“Who has seen the wind? 

Neither you nor I; 
But when the leaves are trembling 
The wind is passing by. 





“ Who has seen the wind? 
Neither I nor you; 





But when the trees hang down their heads 
The wind is passing through.” | 


Jesus said to Nicodemus, When the | 
wind blows you can hear and feel it 
though you cannot see it. You don’t 
know where it comes from nor where it | 
goes. He (God) causeth His winds to | 


ea 
5 
< 


God’s Spirit comes as gently as the | 
wind. 

Nicodemus said, . How can_ these 
things be? Jesus said, Are you a teacher 
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of the Jews, and don’t understand? Then 
Jesus spoke the most wonderful words 
of the Bible. Some people call those 
words the Little Gospel: For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his onl 
begotten Son, that whosoever believet 
on him should not perish, but have 
eternal life (John 3:16). 

God gave Jesus to the world to save 
peopJe from sin. Those who love him 
will have life in the Holy City, where 
John saw the river of water of Life; 
the tree of Life, with all its fruits; the 
book of Life; where the names are writ- 
ten of those who love Jesus; and the 
crown of Life, for those who are faithful. 

It must have been late when Jesus 
and Nicodemus stopped talking; then 
Nicodemus went away. He surely re- 
membered those wonderful words of 
Jesus. Let an older person sing: 

“A ruler once came to Jesus by night 

To ask him the way of salvation and light; 

The Master made answer in words true and 

plain, 

“Ye must be born again.” (Gospel Hymns.) 


For hand-work, let the older children 
copy: 

God loved this world. 

God sent Jesus to save the people of 
this world. 

(The same truth is continued next 
week. ) 


CHICAGO. 
p 


My Class of Girls 
By: Miss Bernice Frederick 


T MAY always be a question whether 

Nicodemus went at night because he 
was ashamed to go in the day, or be- 
cause there were legitimate, worthy rea- 
sons. But we dare not point the finger 
of scorn, for who of us has not done 
things she did not care to have adver- 
tised ? 


Ever go to a fortune-teller? Didn't 
tell everybody about it, did you? 
Wouldn’t have told Mary for the world, 
because she would surely have thought 
you wanted to find out if Will liked you 
better than he did her. Wouldn’t have 
told Margaret, who criticized that last 
theme, because she would have twitted 
you about wanting to find out if you 
were going to be a great authoress. 
Wouldn’t have told the girls in your 
Sunday-school class, because they would 
have thought you wanted to find out if 
you were going to be a great worker for 
the Master! Ah, you laugh. Yes, you 
didn’t want them to know, because you 
were ashamed to have them know that 
you let the Evil One get the better of you. 
And it is a good sign that you were 
ashamed, for then you will tell Jesus 
all about it and ask him to keep you 
from falling into such folly again. 


Jesus Satisfies.—Now we know that 
Jesus was as different from a fortune- 
teller as is God from a blinded tool of 
Satan. He told Nicodemus the most 
wonderful things about his soul and life 
and eternity that he had ever heard. He 
placed before him, a master in Israel, 
the whole plan of salvation. Nicode- 
mus had food for thought the rest of his 
life; so can any one who comes to 
Jesus. If we are sure we want Jesus to 
have control of our lives we can be sure 
he will be so glad to make the most of 
them that we won’t need to be running 
around to fortune-tellers to find our 
“sphere,” for the Lord will make some- 
thing so much better of us than we ever 
dreamed of that we can well afford to 
rest plastic in his hands. 

Jesus Sufficient.—Probably Nicode- 
mus was a father; and how his heart 
must have swelled when Jesus told of 
God’s great gift of his Son for his sins! 

When you are mothers, girls (and I 
hope you all will be), you will the better 
appreciate this gift. When you hold your 
own little son to your breast and build 
air castles about him, a thought that he 
may be slaughtered in war will cause 
tears to start down your cheek, and you 
will hold him more closely and, kissing 


| the sleeping eyelids, you will pray God 


to spare him. Then think of the suffer- 
ing of God, who from the beginning 
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knew that his only Son must die the 
death of a criminal to redeem you and 
yours! He loved us so that he gave. 
Can you turn away from such love and 
anything it may ask of you—even your 
boy? 


For Next Week’s Lesson 


1. If you knew as much of discredit 
about a girl as Jesus knew about the 
Samaritan woman would you start a 
conversation with her? 


2. If you did talk to her, would your 
friends probably say nothing, as did 
Jesus’ disciples ? 

3. Upon what condition could you 
afford to talk with her, and how far 
should you go with the acquaintance? 


4. What would you do if she wanted 
to join your church? 


Kansas City, Mo. 
we 


Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


“LD NICODEMUS was a coward 

to sneak along to Jesus in the 
dark,” declared Bert when we had told 
the lesson story. 

Teacher thought perhaps he chose the 
evening for some other reason, but said 
we could all learn from it never to be 
ashamed of our religion. 

He told about a Christian trayeling 
man he knew who one night had to 
share his hotel room with a stranger. 
He got into bed without reading the 
Bible or praying the way he usually did, 
for fear the other fellow would laugh 
at him. But when the stranger got ready 
for bed he took out his Bible, read a 
chapter, and knelt down to pray. 
Teacher said the Christian traveling 
man was so ashamed of his cowardice 
that he never showed the white feather 
like that again. 

Nicodemus showed good sense in one 
way. When he was puzzled he went to 
some one and asked for light. Teacher 
says that is a whole lot better than just 
letting it go. He thinks a boy ought to 
go to his pastor or Sunday-school 
teacher, and more often still to his 
father, and ask the questions he is won- 
dering about. He says Dr. Keller, our 
minister, would be glad to tell us what- 
ever we want to know about things, and 
that many a boy has been saved from 
bad mistakes through a frank, manly 
talk with some older Christian. 

“T don’t quite get that born again 
stuff,” spoke up Bulldog. “I thought 
being a Christian was just to quit your 
meanness.” (1) 

“No,” answered teacher, “a Christian 
is not one who has quit his meanness 
and so has become a follower of Christ. 
A Christian is one who has accepted 
Christ as Saviour, and therefore has 
quit his meanness.” 

He went on to say that it was like 
enlisting in the army. A young man 
might buy a uniform and a gun, prac- 
tise drilling and shooting until he was 
as skilful as a soldier in the regular 
army, but that would not make him a 
United States soldier. What changes 
a civilian into a soldier is his taking the 
oath of loyalty to the flag and obedi- 
ence to his officers. Then he is given 
a uniform and gun, and is taught to 
drill and shoot because he is a soldier. 

Teacher made out that becoming a 
soldier of the Lord Jesus Christ is like 


that, first taking the oath of allegiance | 


to him, then obeying orders. (2) 


But he declared we need not try to} 
understand the new birth in order to be | 
born again, any more than we have to | 


understand physiology in order to be 


nourished by our food. The giving of | 


spiritual life is the work of the Holy 
Spirit. Jesus told Nicodemus we can’t 
understand it any more than we can un- 
derstand where the wind comes from. 
All we have to do is to love and trust 
Jesus as our Saviour and friend. He 
will see that the work needed in our 
hearts is done right. 


Home Study for Next Lesson 
Why was Jesus leaving Judea? (vs. 
1-3.) 
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Locate Judea, Samaria, and Galilee on 
the map. 


How could Jesus be tired ‘and thirsty? 

Why was the woman surprised? 

Why were the disciples surprised that 
Jesus spoke to a woman? 

What is the difference .between a 
cistern and a well? 


Terre Haute, INnp, 





Children at Home 








Pretending 
By Mrs. Marie A. Moore 


BRIGHT-FACED, happy little boy 

sat on the steps of the porch watch- 
ing some little birds taking their bath 
in the fountain he himself had helped 
father make. They were quarreling and 
fighting for the best places. “See here,” 
said the boy, “remember you're birds 
and not pigs, and stop your fighting.” 

Just then the front door opened, and 
a lady stepped out and said pleasantly, 
“Mr. Piper, there are some weeds that 
must be pulled this morning. Will you 
be ready soon?” 

“Oh, but you know, mother, Mr. 
Piper has gone away on his vacation.” 

“Has he? I didn’t know it,—but 
John-o, my son, the weeding must be 
done and the sun is getting higher and 
higher, and it will soon be too warm to 
do it.” 

“Oh, but one day won’t make much 
difference with the weeds, will _ it, 
mother?” he asked. But mother had 
gone into the house. 

there was one thing more than 
another that John-o hated to do, it was 
to pull weeds. John-o’s really truly 
name was John, and most boys with that 
name are called Johnnie, -but when 
John-o was a tiny baby, the first sound 
that he made was “O,” and when he be- 
gan to talk, every sentence began with 
an “O.” So they called him “John-o.” 
It sounded queer until you got used to 
it. His other name was “Mr. Piper.” 
Mr. Piper was the name of the man who 
did odd jobs for the family every now 
and then, and as John-o loved to play 
he was somebody else than just a little 





boy he said one day, “Oh, mother, may 
I purtend I am Mr. Piper when I am 
doing things for you?” 

“Why, yes, if you would like to, but 
Mr. Piper is always a to do every- 
thing I ask him to. ou will have to 
be like Mr. Piper.” 

That was some time ago. This morn- 
ing after John-o’s mother left him, he 
sat looking at the birds a little longer, 
but he knew those weeds ought to be 
pulled, and soon started for the flower- 
garden. He thought the flowers nodded 
to him as he watched them, and John-o 
did love flowers. “Oh, yes,” he said, “I 
know what you want, and you’re going 
to get it, too. These selfish old weeds 
are drinking up half the water that be- 
longs to you. I'll soon stop that!” 

It was hot work weeding in the sun- 
shine, and John-o soon went into the 
house for a drink of water. His older 
sister, Mary, looked up and said, “Good- 
morning, Mr. Piper, it’s a fine morning.” 
John-o nodded his head gravely, just as 
the real Mr. Piper did. Then he saw 
his mother coming toward him with a 
glass of delicious-looking cold lemon- 
ade, and he liked lemonade so much. 

“You must be very warm, Mr. Piper,” 
she said, “won’t you have some lemon- 
ade?” Then she suddenly remembered, 
and turned away, “Oh, I forgot, Mr. 
Piper is on his vacation.” 

John-o was so disappointed, and he 
didn’t know what to say. Then he 
smiled and went over to the window, 
“Why, Mary, here’s Mr. Piper coming 
up the walk. He’s just got back from 
his vacation, and he is going to finish 
weeding that flower-bed this morning.” 

Then he looked at his mother. “Oh, 
Mrs. Allen,” he exclaimed, “I am Mr. 
Piper. I’ve just got back from my va- 
cation, and if you please I would like 
that glass of lemonade.” 

His mother smiled as she gave it to 
him. “Certainly, Mr. Piper, I am glad 
to have it for you.” John-o went back 
to his weeding a very happy ‘little boy. 

That afternoon John-o was helping 
his mother wipe the dishes, as it was 
the maid’s afternoon out. He was think- 
ing what_a dear mother she was, she 
always understood him, and she liked 
to play “pretending,” just as he did. 
Pretty soon he looked up and _ said, 
“Mother, I was just thinking that when 
God gave out the mothers, I’m so glad 
I got youl” 

Boston. 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





6¢T_ JOME is the shelter-place of storm- 

beaten life, and so often it is un- 
calmed by an atmosphere of faith.” 
These words caught my eye as I was 
going over some papers when writing 
these notes. Uncalmed by an atmos- 
phere of faith, and that because the 
Lord’s. grace and guidance are not 
sought and we hurry to our duties with: 
out surrounding ourselves with his pro- 
tecting mantle. Worship in the home 
creates a happy mental poise and moral 
power and home becomes an Eden in 
which God the Almighty delights to 
walk. Moreover to quote again, “The 
vaporings and vices of the world have 
little power over lives cradled and cul- 
tured in homes where the altar fires are 
kept burning bright.” 


Pad 


January 29 to February 4 
Mon.—John 3: 1-8 Jesus and Nicodemus. 


To this one man our Lord proclaimed 
the greatest of truths. The new birth 
was as necessary to him as to the most 
debased, for without it there is no ca- 
wg for the enjoyment of heaven. To 

“born again” is as necessary for s4l- 
vation as natural birth is for life on 
earth. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
the toiling classes, and especially for all 
whose labor is excessive or done under 
hard conditions. ‘For all young women 
who labor in factories and warehouses, 
and in the big department stores of the 
great cities. That a spirit of helpful- 
ness and justice may be fostered between 
masters and servants: 


(Continued on next page) 
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Is Your 
House 


Wired? 


I’ IT is not, that is perhaps the rea- 


(John 3 : r-ar) 


son why your Bible is not aquiver 

with light and power. The leading 
editorial in the special Bible Study 
Number of The Sunday School Times, 
to be published next week, will discuss 
the connecting of these soul-wires, 


And the whole Bible Study Number 
will be overflowing with striking’ and 
valuable articles on the Biblé and its 
use. Here are some of the questions 
that will be dealt with : ™ 


What are the Bible study helps that 
no reader ought to do without? And 
how shal] we use those essential Bible 
study tools? One of the strongest con- 
servative scholars in America will show 
how to make the most effective use of 
concordancés, Bible dictionaries, Bible 
encyclopedias, and other such helps, 
and will name leading examples of the 
best books in these various fields. 


Is the Bible in your Sunday-school ? 
Or do lesson leaves and quarterlies crowd 
it out? One school of 350 had about 
half-a-dozen Bibles among the scholars. 
A year later there were twenty classes 
present, every one of whose scholars 
had a Bible, and in the whole school 
about ninety-five percent had their own 
Bibles, brought from their homes. How 
they did it will be told in the Bible 
Study Number. 


| Is there any “Big Brothering” going 
on in your Sunday-school? If there is 
not, perhaps that is why some of the 
‘* Little Brothers’? get away. There is 
a vital suggestion for your Men’s Bible 
Class in an article that tells how it was 
done in one Sunday-school. 


Has your Bible class a member who is 
a“problem”? A certain young man had 
not been in a. church for years, but he 
dropped in on a men’s Bible class one 
Sunday, and surprised them by making 
one or two suggestions, Their answers 
to his suggestions surprised him more. 
He is a great merchant now, What that 
Bible class did for him is an interesting 
Story. 





Only a few of the riches of this Special 
Number have been noted here. Send 
your orders early for free sample copies 
to go to your friends. Or better—send 
five names, with $1.00 for each, to cover 
a year’s subscription, beginning with the 
special Bible Study Number. 





Books for 
Sunday-school Workers 


Each book treats of a distinct phase of Sunday- 
school work, and is written by an expert. ‘Ihe books 
are uniform in size and style ; some are bound with 
limp covers, some with stiff board. ; 


1. Ting City Sunday-School 
tt = Work 5 Geowth. ee. By Frank L. 
| thn Rockive. N.Y. 25 cents, net, postpaid. 

2. The SF Senay Raho! and the Pastor 


By John Faris. 25 cents, net, postpaid, 
3. The A yy and the Home 


Frank Brown, Brooklyn, N. Y. 25 cents, 
 § postpaid. 
4a Ly 4 Primer Department 


Ethel Archibald. Five illustrations. so 


a bh net, postpaid. 

8. The Home Department of To-Day 
By Mrs. Flora V. Stebbins. 25 cents, net, post- 
paid. 

6. Sunday-School Records, Reports and 
Recognitions 
By the late E. A. Fox, General Secretary of 
the Kentucky Sunday- school Association. 50 
cents, net, postpaid. 


HE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
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( Continued from preceding page) 
Tues.—John 3: 9-21. Jesus the Saviour of the 
World. 


Here if anywhere we have the heart 
of the Gospel. The message to Nico- 
demus is intended for all the world. It 
is the love-megsage of the Lord to the 
lost. Verse sixteen contains twenty- 
five words which if heartily believed 
will save the soul. 


Prayer Succestions: Let us pray for 
a revival of prayer in the church. The 
evangelization of the world depends 
first of all upon this. Ask for yourself, 
and those who join you at the family 
altar, the outpouring of the spirit of 
supplication, 

Wed.—John 3: 22-36. John’s Final Testi- 
mony. 

Here John assigns to Jesus the chief 
place, gives him the superior nature and 
range of testimony, and holds that 
Christ has a place in the Godhead. This 
testimony is vital. True views of the 
Son are of eternal moment. Life or 
death turns on them. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
powcr of the Holy Spirit to work the 
love of God in believers, that the world 
may see and know God's love in them. 
That there may be a closer drawing to- 
gether of the Lord’s own for purposes 
of fellowship and service. That all envy 
and jealousy among brethren may cease. 


Thurs.—Luke 18: 9-14. Effective Prayer. 


All self-righteousness chills prayer. 
The publican smitten with a sense of his 
sin “took the place of the condemned, 
sought for and found mercy, while the 
Pharisee, judging himself righteous, 
failed to gain the ear of God and re- 
mained unblessed. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
foreign-speaking peoples in the great 
American cities. For all evangelistic 
work attempted among Russians, Poles, 
Italians, Esthonians, Greeks, Rumanians, 
Hungarians, Swedes, and Jews. Pray 
for their missionaries, pastors, and lay- 
workers. Also their Sunday-schools 
and day schools. 


Fri—Luke 19: 1-10. Seeking to Save. \ 


In Luke’s Gospel there is much said 
about Christ as the friend of outcasts. 
The story of Zacchaeus is one instance. 
Jesus volunteered to cross the threshold 
of that home. The movements of grace 
always begin with him, and he antici- 
pates the need of the soul at every turn. 


PRAYER SucGcestions: Pray for the 
spirit of the Saviour, that we too may 
go out in search of that which is lost. 
Pray for a passion for souls. Seek to 
look upon séuls through the eyes of the 
Saviour and see them in their deep need. 
Pray for soul-winning power. 


Sat.—Rom. 1: 8-17. 


The power God is using in the sal- 
vation of men‘is His own Gospel. The 
purpose he is working out is man’s sal- 
vation, and the people he is blessing are 
those who believe. The Gospel is God’s 
good news to bad men concerning his 
Son our Saviour. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray that the 
W ord of the Lord may have free course 
in the earth. Pray for all who preach 
the Gospel. It may be that “some preach 
Christ of contention, not sincerely”; let 
us however rejoice and pray for’ the 
prosperity of the Word. Pray for all 
faithful preachers of God’s Gospel. 


Sun.—1 Tim. 1: 12-17. The Only Saviour. 


Parents may find it helpful to teach 
verse fifteen to their children in Mr. 
Spurgeon’s way, as follows 


Gospel of Salvation. 


“In first of Timothy one fifteen 
Your name and address there may be 
seen.’ 


The verse is the honest statement of 
a man who knew his own heart well. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: What a number 
of ministers there are in the Church of 
God, and what need they have of prayer! 
Pray that to-day they may be clothed 
with divine power. Think of your own 
minister ang pray for this. He needs 
specially to be upborne on the wings of 
intercession. 


New York City. 
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Why N ot Try This 
With Your Minister P 


“1 want to tell you that this year some lovers of The 
Sunday School Times wanted me to have the paper, so 
they clubbed together and sent it to me as a gift. 1 
am very grateful to them and to you for the suggestions 
and helpful articles for the general Christian life, be- 
sides the Sunday-school lesson suggestions, which have 
been of great value to me. One issue alone has.been 
worth the whole year’s cost just as a sermon suggester. 
Count on me as a ‘regular’ subscriber.’’ 
Tus writes a busy New Hampshire pastor who has recently 
come to learn the real value of The Sunday School Times 
in his chosen life-work. And judging from the mail which 
comes into the offices of The Sunday School Times Company 
daily, thousands of other people are finding the paper is meet- 
ing similar needs in their own lives, and in the lives of many 
of their friends. 


This is one big reason why the circulation of The Sunday 
School Times is showing such a healthy growth,—because 
these subscriber-friends are telling others about the paper. 


Membership in the Times’ “‘ lifters’’ club is still open. Why 
not join now and start the year right,—if you have not already 
enlisted? Just tell your friends what the paper has meant to 
you,—or better yet, send us the names and addresses of several 
friends who are not yet subscribers but who might be interested 
in seeing a specimen copy of the paper. Thank you. 


Yours for another big “lift”? in 1917. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
4031 Walnut Street, - - - Philadelphia 
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What Do You Do With 


Your Times When Read? 


Some, after reading their Sunday School Times, pass it on 
toothers. Somecut it up for filing clippings. Others keep 
each copy and bind the complete file with the index at the 
close of the year. 


Those who keep a complete file of the paper will have con- 
stantly at hand a wealth of exceptional Bible study and 
method teaching helps which wil] increase in value from 
year to year. e 


The Sunday School Times binder which is shown with this 
announcement was made in response to a demand from our 
readers for a practical, inexpensive, and easily workable 
method of filing the paper from week to week. Each binder 
holds the papers for one year, with index,and is supplied with 
complete directions foruse. The binders come in two styles, 
flexible cardboard at 60 cents each postpaid, or 50 cents 
each for two or more. The stiff cloth binders are go cents 
each postpaid, or 75 cents each for two or more. : 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 
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I SLOW POISONING 


because the entire system 
becomes permeated with 
injurious acids. 

To relieve rheumatism Scott's 
Emulsion is a double help; it is | 
rich in blood-food; it imparts 
strength to the functions and sup- 
plies the very oi/-food that rheu- 
matic conditions always need, 

Scott’s Emulsion has 
helped countless thousands 
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when other remedies failed, Ti] 


N 





LUDEN'S 


“Eanpy COUGH DROPS 


CANDY 
5c 


Stop “throat tickle,” clear the 
head, sweeten the breath. 
READING, PA. 


WM. H, LUDEN 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 











Sunday, February 4 


Visions and Tasks (Joel 2: 28, 29; 
2 Chron. 34: 1-7). 


(Christian Endeavor Decision Day.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Soul-winning (Dan. 12: 1-3). 
Tues.—Spreading the Kingdom (1 Cor. 
2: 1-9). 

Wed.—More givers (2 Cor. 9: 1-15). 

Thurs.—Deeper spiritual life (Eph. 3: 
13-21). 

Fri.—Cleansing our cities (John 2: 
13-25). 

Sat.—Working for peace (Matt. 5: 9). 











How can we chow our willingness to serve? 
How do tasks prepare us for higher tasks? 
What claims has Chnist upon us? 


OUL-WINNING. “Not every man 
can be a great preacher to a great 
congregation,” said Dr. Henry Clay 
Trumbull in “Individual Work for In- 
dividuals,” “but ever man can speak a 
timely word to an individual, if, indeed, 








Revival Conference 


Jan. 51—Feb 5, Moody Bible Institute goth Reunion. 
Addresses will be reported in coming numbers of 
The Christian Workers Magazine, Some of the speak- 
ers will be Bishop Luter B. Wilson, M, E. Church; 


Dr. R.A, ‘Vorrey ; Dr, C. 1. Scofield ; Dr. A. B. Wine | 


chester, Knox Presb. Church, ‘Toronto; Paul Rader. 
Subscribe 'ODAY. D. L. Moody Anniversary num- 
ber in February, 15 cents. 4 months, 50 cents; 8 
months, $1.00; # year, $1.50, 
THE CHRISTIAN WORKERS MAGAZINE 
150 Institute Place, Chicago 


Rev.Dr. Linscott’s Suggestive Questions on 
i Sunday School 





All Bible Class Teachers 
to send for free samples of 


1917 In ssons 
Encl cents In postage; or send $1.00 for one 
car's eet on 52 coparate. typewriter sheets. Abso- 
utely unique questions, concerning which -Kobert E. 
Speer states: ‘‘ Make a men’s Bible class a very lively 
and profitable class.” 
Bradley-Garretson, Publishers, Brantford, Canada 
- —onsheine A EE Ms 
2 LESSONS IN PROPHECY, $1.00 
LESSONS IN REVELATION, $1.00 
A Lesson Sheet Each Week for 20 Weeks. 
Samples of the first sheet of both courses, with analysis, 


and exphination of method. sent on pouneet. 
UNION BIBLE SEMINARY, Westfield, Indiana. 


D YOU 


hi; 


ot ae | 
writer to your frie 
type 


and tet — it 
excels any pe- 
> writer, if by doing this 
=> and other small assist- 
ance, you could easi: 


aim . ra. 

WOODSTOCK TYPEWRITER CO.,Beg’ 1628 CHICAGO, ML, 
Uj articles and regular monthly de 

Rev. James M. Gray, D.D., Editor. 


In December, “Who Is Jesus Christ?” “Carnal 
vs. Spiritual Mind;” “God and One Man;” 


as to price. Only $1.00 a year; 

six months, 50c; sample for two 
DOWN Red Stamps. Address 

The CHRISTIAN WORK- 


ERS MAGAZINE, __150 institute Pl., Chi 




































MATERIAL 
Special offer, either style pin here tius- 
) trated, with an aqual substitution of tetters 
and numerals with one or two colors of best 
hard enamel. Sliver Plate 15¢ each, 
$1.60 per dozen; St 

$3.00 per dozen; Selle 


#15.00 per dozen, Write for catalog, Free request, 
56 BASTIAN BLOG. ,noCHeSTER, N.Y. 


Individual Communion Cups 


Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary 











Liet of th ds of using our cups and FREE 
CATALOG with quotations sent apon request. 
SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT CO. 7&ST., R, HY. 





CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furniture Co..Ltd., 23 Park Place. Nerthvifie, Mich. 


EC 


When answerin. 
mention The Suntey 








advertisements, please 
School. Times. 





as to standard proven by the contributed 
partments, 


his heart be set on so doing. And, or- 
dinarily, it is a better work to reach an 
individual in this way than to endeavor 
| to reach a multitude in the other way. 
| As a rule, the intensity of the appeal is 
| in inverse. proportion to the area cov- 
|ered; in other words, the greater your 
audience, the smaller the probability of 
| your appeal coming home to a single 
heart. I once heard Henry Ward 
| Beecher say, ‘The longer I live, the 
|more confidence I have in those ser- 
|mons preached where one man is the 
| minister and one man is the congrega- 
tion; where there’s no question as to 
| who is meant,when the preacher says, 
“Thou art the man.”’ Years after this, I 
heard the Rev. Dr. Nevius speak sitni- 
larly as to the missionary field in China. 
He said he wanted no great preachers 
in his field. That was not the sort of 
| missionaries who were needed in China. 
| If he could find a man who could talk 
| familiarly, face to face, with another 
man, wherever he met him, he had mis- 
sionary work for that kind of man in 
China. This is the way to do Christian 
work in China, or in America.” 





ye 

Spreading the Kingdom. “The way 
in which the Gospel would seem to be 
intended to be alike preserved and per- 
petuated on earth,” said an old writer 
of the Church of England, “is not by 
its being jealously guarded by a chosen 
Order and cautiously communicated to 
a precious Few, but by being so widely 
scattered and so thickly sown that it 
shall be impossible, from the very ex- 
tent of its spreading, merely, to be 
rooted up. It was designed to be not 
as a perpetual fire in the temple, to be 
tended with jealous assiduity and to be 
fed only with special oil; but rather 
as a shining and berning light, to be set 
up on every hill, which should blaze the 
broader and the brighter in the breeze, 
and go on so spreading over the sur- 
rounding territory as that nothing of 
this world should ever be able to ex- 
tinguish or to conceal it.” 

More givers. It was said of the late 
Samuel P. Harbison, of Pittsburgh, that 
“with his very first earnings he began 
systematic giving and keeping a strict 
account of all expenses, a habit which 
grew with the years, and as his means 
increased, so did the love of distribu- 
tion until, from a tenth, he gave his en- 
tire income outside his living expenses. 
He never pursued money as an ob- 
ject, and always accepted prosperity as 
a direct gift from God. Indeed, the 
question of stewardship was to him a 
very vital one, and one by which he 
was used to help many who had never 
| known the joy of Christian giving. The 
following extract frem his will: shows 
, his earnestness in this. ‘I have no pro- 
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vision in my will-for any charitable be- 
quests, as [ have, during my life, ad- 
ministered largely on my own estate, 
and have, from year to year, given to 
the Lord’s work: and other charities as 
though it were my last. This course I 
expect to pursue so long as I may live. 
In leaving my estate to my family it is 
my hope that they may act upon the 
same principle, remembering that the 
King’s business requires haste, and that 
what we do for Him ought to be done 
quickly, so that, should He come in my 
time or in your time, we be not found 
with His money in our hands that ought 
to be out doing service in His cause.’” 


Visions and ideals are of necessity 
far ahead. If they were here or be- 
hind, how could they be visions and 
ideals? 

Whatever ought to be can be and 
will be. 

Paul followed after something far 
away (Phil. 3: 7-14). 

New York Ciry. 


A choice book for teachers of girls is 
“The Girl in Her Teens,” by Margaret 





Slattery, obtainable from The Sunday 
School Times Company for 50 cents. 






SEND 


W. A. WILDE 














10 Easy Lessons— 


80to100Wordsa Minute 
Guaranteed — 


WONDERFUL new method of ooquiting skill 
on the typewriter has been discovered. Almost 
over night it has revolutionized the whole type- 
writing situation. 

Already thousands of stenographers and other type- 
writer users who never exceeded thirty to forty words 
a minute are writing 80 to 100 words with half the effort 
and with infinitely greater accugacy than ever before, 


And the wonderful thing about it is that just this kind 
of ability is possible to you—to every operator. For 
the new way of training simply inevitably develops 
this magnificent ability in every case, 


Nothing Else Like It 


Don’t confuse this new way in typewriting with any 
system of the past. There has never been anything like 
it before. Special Gymnastic Finger ‘raining 
Exercises bring results in days that ordinary methods 
will not producein months. It is the greatest step in 
tyosurians since the ham itself was invented— 
already its success has become nation-wide 


Among the thousands of operators who have taken u 
this system are hundreds of graduates of business col- 
toges and special typewriting courses—many were so- 
called touch writers—yet there has been hardly a single 
one who hasn't doubled or trebled his or her speed 
and accuracy, and their salaries have been increased 
in proportion. 


Not for Stenographers Alone 
The New Way in Typewriting is not for stenographers 
alone. We are teaching it to ministers, lawyers, re- 
porters, advertising men, writers, business men—to 


Why Aren’t Stenographers 
Better Paid ? 


Why are most stenographers getting only $8 to $r5 

a week—while others get $25, $30, and even 
$50? Fight words tell the story. it’s nothing in 
the world but /ack of speed and accuracy on the 
Stewriter that is keeping salaries dewn—that is 
6 bing most stenographers of the pay they ought 
o get. 





Think a minute. What is a sten pher paid 
for? Isn’t it for yous fnew product—for the 
quantity and quality of letters or other typewritten 


matter you can turn outina day? No matter how 
good you are at shorthand, you can never expect 
much increase in pay until you get sfeéd—real 
speed—and accuracy on the typewriter. 

Here are a few examples of how the New Way in 
Typewriting has already resulted in increased pay. 
Letters from these students and from scores of oth- 
ers will found in the free book. What it has 
done for them it will do for you. 


Raise ist Year Raise ist Year 

. H. Krull. . . $836 Richard Clarke . $900 
dy B. Hunter. . . 780 . L. Rankin. . . 420 
S. Shainin ... ‘feo Carlos (Guerre . 2,000 
Marie Parker. . . 240  <. rsey 300 
A. H, Gardiner . . goo F P. Jones . . 900 
. K. Temme . . 540 
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The New Way in 
Typewriting 


Learn at Home 







men and women in every profession who use the type- 


writer. 


Middie-aged men and women who had never written 
save with one finger on each hand—others who had 
never used a machine at all before—quickly become 
experts and are able to work with the speed and accu- 
racy of the hitherto gifted few. 


Amazingly Easy to Learn 


Like every great idea, the secret of this new method is 
so simple that you wonder why it wasn‘t thought of 
ore. Yet itis simply amazing in its results. 


Anyone can learn it at home in a few short weeks. 
And the work is simply fascinating—it’s more like a 
game than anything. 


Unusual Free Trial Offer 


So overwhelming has been the success of this easy 
new way in typewritten that we are now offering the 
entire Course by which it is taught, om triad. We 
give you an absolute guarantee to Tite you both ex- 
pert speed and accuracy, and unless 
oughly satisfied with the results in both respects the 
Course will cost you not one cent. We let you be the 
judge. The decision as to whether or not you pay 
small sum asked rests entirely with you. 


Valuable Book Free 


We cannot describe here the secret principle of this 
new method, But we have Brepared a book which 
teils all about it in complete detail, which is /ree to 
those interested. It is a big 32-page book, brimful of 
eye-opening ideas and valuable information. It ex- 
plains how this unique new met w u 

h h iq hod will quigkly 
make your fingers strong and dexterous, bring t 
under perfect control, make them extremely rapid 
— 4 movemente—bow in pS few as ney ye you 
can nsform your iting and make it easy, 
accurate and amasinely speedy all this and 
much more is told in tail. o instruction 
book ever written, no matter what its cost, ever 
told so plainly the real WHY and HOW of 
expert Sppewtting. lf you are ambitious 
to get abead—if you want to put more 
money in your pay, envelope — don’t 
wait a single mte before send- 
ing for this ofinformationand 4 # 

oof. This new method is bring- rit 
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